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Dear Reader

Welcome to the July 
edition of Philatelic 
Exporter. As I write, 
some philatelic 

businesses are starting to reopen in 
new socially distanced ways. I hope 
these tentative steps are successful 
and lead to easier times ahead 
for everyone.

In this edition, Wayne reports 
from across the Atlantic on how 
philately is continuing in the 
current conditions. For those of you 
thinking about restarting philatelic 
fairs, a special feature provides 
useful guidance on how this can be 
achieved. It would be great to focus 
on other aspects of the philatelic 
trade in future issues. Australia’s 
Kangaroo issue and the Basel Dove 
show that iconic stamps continue 
to be of interest to dealers and 
collectors alike. However, as ‘My 
Favourite’ reveals, many di erent 
types of material can prove popular.

Please take care as we move 
towards our ‘new normal’.

Alison Boyd
Editor Philatelic Exporter
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Youngblood Awarded      •      PTS Launch Online Guide      •      Brian Reeve's Successful Auction

PTS LAUNCH ONLINE GUIDE
THE Philatelic Traders’ Society has now launched a new online 
directory that allows collectors the chance to easily search PTS 
members. This online tool is simple and easy to use. It means that PTS 
members can be searched by name, location or category. If you want 
to � nd a dealer who specialises in Falklands then you search Falklands 
and anyone who specialises in that category will pop up. You can 
also search by location. If you want to � nd dealers in Newcastle, you 
simply put Newcastle into the search box. For members, the directory 
enables them to log in and update their details quickly and e   ciently. 
Each listing includes a brief overview of the business and information 
such as address, telephone number, email and social media handles.

Suzanne Rae, PTS 
Chair said: ‘We get 
hundreds of calls each 
month from collectors 
asking us for our member 
details. It was important 
that our directory was 
user friendly with a 
wealth of information 
on each member. This is 
an exciting new step for 
the PTS as we move into 
a more digital o� ering, 
ensuring the philatelic 
community is advancing, 
as technology around us 
changes.’

The directory can be found at: www.thepts.net/member-
directory.html#!directory/map

BRIAN REEVE’S SUCCESSFUL AUCTION
ON 27 May, Brian Reeve held their � rst auction since Covid-19 completely 
changed our lives. They were preparing this sale at the end of March when 
the lockdown was introduced. As this was a particularly large sale with a 
large room full of boxes, it looked as though they had two alternatives – 
either postponing the sale until customers could come along to view or
going ahead as a postal auction, along with the usual live internet bidding.

If they went ahead without any viewing then results would probably have 
been poor, so they came up with the idea of videoing the larger lots that
could not be illustrated. Fortunately, a member of sta�  was happy to come 
in to do the � lming. It soon became obvious that it needed two people to 
do the job sensibly, so she recruited somebody from her household and 
together they produced over 500 videos of the albums and box lots.

This turned a potential disaster into one of the best sales Brian 
Reeve have had in 32 years of stamp auctions, with a record number 
of online bidders and a record number of new customers.

Vendors and buyers were generally delighted with the results and 
they have committed to doing the same for their next sale on 26 
August, so that every lot has either a video or a picture. The videos will 
be better this time because they have learnt through trial and error!

News Round-up

WAYNE YOUNGBLOOD ONE OF ATA’S 
DISTINGUISHED TOPICAL PHILATELISTS

PHILATELIC Exporter’s long-time USA columnist Wayne 
Youngblood has been selected as one of this year’s 
American Topical Association’s Distinguished Topical 
Philatelists. This is the ATA’s highest award and 
recognises individuals who have made outstanding 
contributions to philately, especially topical philately.

Wayne was to receive his 
award at the Great American 
Stamp Show in Hartford, 
CT, which was due to be 
held 20–23 August. With 
this now cancelled due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
he will receive his award 
at an ATA virtual annual 
meeting in August.

A leading philatelist, 
Wayne has been editor of 
Topical Time, the ATA’s 
o�  cial journal, for the 
past 10 years. He also 

edits the American Stamp Collector & Dealer, The 
Collectors Club Philatelist, Duck Tracks and the 
Confederate Philatelist. He is also a regular columnist 
for Linn’s Stamp News, the American Philatelist and 
our very own Philatelic Exporter. He has written 10 
books and thousands of articles for various philatelic 
publications. Additionally, he has served � ve terms 
on the American Philatelic Society’s board of 
directors, taught classes at the APS Summer Seminar 
for more than 30 years and been an expertiser for 
the American Expertising Service since 1990.

In 2018, Wayne received the APS Lu�  award for 
outstanding service to the APS. He has been inducted 
to the halls of fame of the APS Writer’s Unit 30 and 
the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp Clubs.

Jack R Congrove was the other recipient of 
the award and he was presented with his shortly 
before his death on 8 April. His exhibit ‘Alexander 
Hamilton: Soldier, Financier, Statesman, Founder’ 
won the grand award and large gold medal at the 
ATA’s National Topical Stamp Show in 2018 and 
competed in the American Philatelic Society’s 2019 
Champion of Champions exhibition in Omaha, NE. 
An accomplished writer and editor, Congrove is co-
editor of Topical Adventures — A Guide to Topical and 
Thematic Stamp Collecting, which will be published this 
summer. He was co-chairman of the 2015 National 
Topical Stamp Show in Portland, OR. He also edited 
the Federated Philatelist, the journal of the Northwest 
Federation of Stamp Clubs.
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London 2022   Update   •   Philatelic Exporter's Earliest Advertiser?   •   Last Norden Stamps

LONDON 2022 UPDATE
IN the latest London 2020 newsletter, Frank 
Walton, Chair of the Organising Committee, 
outlined how plans were progressing for the 
rescheduled event. Following on from the 
postponement of this year’s show, con� rming 
the involvement of National Commissioners 
and stand holders with the new dates was 
the � rst priority. That situation is now being 
� nalised and other aspects of the show are 
now being organised.

A small proportion of exhibitors 
wished to withdraw and this will involve 
some reallocation. Several aspects of this 
has provided some di�  culties for the 
committee, such as maintaining the balance 
of exhibits between countries and youth 
exhibitors being too old in 2020, although 
this issue has been resolved by FIP allowing 
them to enter the appropriate adult class 
if a National Commissioner con� rms they 
have reached the appropriate standard.

Several booths are now available for 
booking by dealers who wish to take part in 
London 2022. If anyone is interested, they 
are asked to contact Frank Walton by email 
or to keep a watch on the website to see 
what is available. The revised � oor plan will 
be posted on their website shortly.

Although the newsletter was sent out 
under the London 2020 name, rebranding 
the exhibition as ‘London 2022’ will 
soon take place. A new website is being 
developed and email addresses will change. 
All those who signed up to the London 
2020 newsletter service will be moved 
to the new London 2022 equivalent. If 
you wish to withdraw, you are asked to 
unsubscribe via Mailchimp.

When the new exhibition is launched, 
the Organising Committee would like 
to extend coverage onto social media 
platforms. Unfortunately, as none of 
the current team has the experience 
needed to make this happen, they are 
asking for a volunteer to help with this 
important innovation.

PICTURE POSTCARD MONTHLY
AS reported in the May edition of PE, Picture Postcard Monthly ceased publication under 
its current editor in May. Thankfully, the magazine has now been saved by postcard 
trader Michael Goldsmith.

As it is still early days since he has taken over, his plans are still being � nalised but 
he intends to publish the magazine 10 times a year in the future, rather than 12, with 
a combined December/January winter issue and a combined July/August summer issue. 
Due to this change, the name of the magazine will need to be altered!

He will be writing to all interested parties in the next few weeks, including collectors, 
dealers, fair organisers, auction houses and clubs. Content is aimed to be a mixture of 
old and new, with a new regular feature on the internet, a regular feature called ‘Wake 
Up at the Back There’ (which will educate dealers and collectors alike on prices and 
subjects) and a revival of his own famous column, now called ‘Goldsmith's Travels’, 
which ran for over 20 years in PPM. Coronavirus permitting, he hopes to relaunch PPM, 
with its new title, in the autumn, probably in October.

NEW DATE FOR NORDIA 2020
DESPITE plans being well in hand for Nordia 2020, the exhibition committee have 
taken the di�  cult decision to postpone the event until 4–6 December due to the 
restrictions presented by the coronavirus pandemic. They hope that all existing dealers 
and exhibitors will still be able to contribute to a successful event. Additional exhibitors 
have until 30 August to apply. All exhibitors and dealers will be contacted regarding the 
new dates.

PHILATELIC EXPORTER’S EARLIEST ADVERTISER?

FOLLOWING on from May’s article marking 
the 75th anniversary of Philatelic Exporter, 
Steve Braham has been in touch. He wrote 
to say he   rst advertised in the magazine 
in January 1955 but became a subscriber a 
lot earlier. He had started collecting in 1936 
when he was just 4½ years of age. In 1936, 
his father took him to Stanley Gibbons and 
bought him a Strand sample album. When 
Steve was seven, he started a stamp club 
at his junior school, and he did the same 
when he went to grammar school at the age 
of 11. He started dealing at this time and 
became a full-time dealer in 1949. He is still 
dealing at the present time, although in a 
much-reduced way. Are there other early PE
advertisers out there?

THIS YEAR’S NORDEN STAMPS TO BE THE LAST

THE eight members that make up ‘Norden’, a collective of 
Scandinavian postal administrations that work together on postal 
matters, have unanimously agreed that this year’s special ‘Norden’ 
issue will be the last.

Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Åland, Faroe Islands, Iceland 
and Greenland have issued ‘Norden’ stamps every few years, initially 
with a common design but more recently on a common theme. This 
year’s   nal issue has the theme of ‘Mammals in Scandinavia’.
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Obituary: Arthur Ryan   •    Stanley Gibbons in USA   •    Summer of Stamps Virtual Festival

STANLEY GIBBONS PRODUCTS IN THE USA
STANLEY Gibbons has announced that Showgard will be 
distributing Stanley Gibbons’ products to the US retail trade. 
If a US trader would like to stock SG products, you are asked 
to contact the company directly (sales_info@showgard.com or 
845-268-4005).

This follows on from the announcement that Stanley Gibbons 
had formed a new partnership with US-based Amos Media 
that will see Amos Media o� er a range of SG products to 
collectors through its philatelic and numismatic supply business, 
Amos Advantage. At the moment, the selection of accessories 
available includes a watermark detector, a range of stockbooks 
and hingeless albums. To � nd all the Stanley Gibbons products 
currently available, visit the Amos Advantage website (www.
amosadvantage.com) and search for ‘Gibbons’.

SUMMER OF STAMPS VIRTUAL FESTIVAL
ANOTHER philatelic event has been announced aiming to bring 
together many di� erent aspects of the hobby. A month-long 
Summer of Stamps Virtual Festival will take place from 9 July on 
the All About Stamps website and in Stamp Collector magazine. 
This digital festival will give stamp and postal history collectors the 
chance to add to their knowledge and purchase material.

On o� er will be a festival marketplace featuring stock and 
information from a wide range of stamp traders and auction houses. 
Organisations such as The Postal Museum and British Library will 
provide daily content. Participants will be able to enter a special 
one-page competition supported by the ABPS. Younger collectors 
will also be able to enter their very own one-page competition 
organised by Stamp Active. Children up to the age of 14 can enter 
the competition on the theme of ‘Take a World Tour’. Successful 
entrants will win a £30 Amazon gift voucher.

Matt Hill, editor of Stamp Collector, said: ‘The virtual festival is 
another way for us to help collectors, traders and exhibitors come 
together to share knowledge, buy and sell material, and celebrate 
our wonderful hobby. It’s exciting to be working with so many 
organisations and putting together this new type of stamp event, 
which will attract enthusiasts from right around the world.’

The festival will be launched on 9 July to coincide with the publication 
date of August’s Stamp Collector, and this issue of the magazine will 
feature a special pull-out festival guide, giving readers more information 
on the festival programme and how to get involved.

For full details about the festival, see the All About Stamps website 
(allaboutstamps.co.uk).

REMEMBERING ROD PERRY
I was terribly upset reading of the death of Rod Perry. I � rst met 
Rod over 50 years ago at an Israel Bick International exhibition in 
Los Angeles. At that time, I had been dealing over 20 years and 
when he introduced himself to me I thought he looked a likeable 
new person on the block and we got on well. He was a very 
pleasant character and it was always a joy to be with him. Over the 
years, we occasionally met and it was always a good night out. His 
knowledge of stamps and the business was � rst class.

Rod will be sadly missed.
Steve Braham

OBITUARY: ARTHUR RYAN 
(3 JULY 1943–9 JUNE 2020)

SADLY, in the early hours of Tuesday 9 June, Arthur 
Ryan passed away peacefully at St Raphael’s Hospice 
in Sutton. He had been diagnosed with colon cancer 
three and half years ago. Throughout his treatment, 
he had remained immensely strong and positive at 
every twist and turn.

Arthur was highly regarded within the GB stamp 
business and well liked throughout the industry, he 
truly loved his work.

Arthur’s working life had begun as an apprentice 
for Bristol Airplane Company in 1959, now known as 
British Aerospace. He and the company soon realised 
that this was not where his talent lay. In 1960, he was 
released from his apprenticeship, which was highly 
unusual, he should have stayed � ve years! He found his 
dream job at Urch Harris in Bristol. Here he became 
the youngest director at the age of 21.

In 1970, Arthur decided it was time to strike out 
and start his own business. He moved to Richmond, 
Surrey. From small beginnings in a small spare room, 
Arthur Ryan & Co was formed. The company soon 
thrived and moved on to o�  ces just o�  Trafalgar 
Square, with Leon Bees his brother-in-law.

As the business grew, the o�  ce moved to the centre 
of Richmond with bigger premises and more sta� . In 
the early 1980s, Arthur decided that what every o�  ce 
needed was a full-sized championship snooker table, 
another of his passions.

With the help of his loyal team, Arthur Ryan & Co 
become a major force in the GB market.

In his personal life, Arthur enjoyed life to the 
full, married to Valerie with two children. He took 
great pleasure in dining out with family, friends and 
colleagues.

He is survived by daughter Vanessa, son Adrian, 
grandchildren Connor and Malachi, sister Maureen 
and partner Linda.

It will be a dull world without this kind and generous 
man in it. RIP.

Vanessa Ryan
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/arthurjryan
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Eight New Stamps From Royal Mail Explore Key Sites and Objects From Roman Britain

ROMAN BRITAIN
EIGHT new stamps from Royal Mail, released on 18 June 
and presented as four horizontal se-tenant pairs, explore 
key sites and objects from Roman Britain.

After the invasion by Emperor Claudius in AD 43, much 
of mainland Britain was part of the Roman Empire for four 
centuries. Occupation ended in about AD 410 when Rome lost 
control of its most northerly province. The centuries under 
Roman rule saw many changes to British society, laws, language, 
art, architecture, culture, beliefs and landscape. For a start, 
there was a large occupying army, estimated at around 55,000 
men in the 2nd century. A road network was established 
across much of lowland Britain, with Ermine Street linking 
London with Lincoln and York. This network enabled the � rst 
public post system to be set up (cursus publicus). Most Britons 
lived in the countryside, although some settled in towns and 
took part in Roman customs, such as public bathing or visiting the 
amphitheatre. A vibrant economy saw pottery beakers, iron tools, 
leather shoes and beer produced. Britain exported grain, metals and 
slaves, with goods imported from around the Mediterranean and 
beyond. Inscriptions provide evidence of incomers from Italy, as well 
as Rome’s European and eastern-Mediterranean provinces.

Over time, a distinctive Romano-British culture developed 
and Rome’s lasting legacy is visible today in standing remains and 
archaeological � nds displayed in museums across the country.

Dover lighthouse (2nd class) adjoining the church of St Mary in 
the grounds of Dover Castle is the tallest surviving Roman building 
in Britain and was originally around 16m high. It is one of only 
three lighthouses to survive from the whole of the Roman Empire 
– the others are at Leptis Magna in Libya and La Coruña in Spain.

The Roman villa at Bignor, Sussex, has some of the � nest 
preserved mosaics from Roman Britain. The mosaic featured on 
the 2nd class stamp probably dates to the early-4th century AD. 
It depicts a female head usually identi� ed as Venus, who was the 
Roman goddess of love.

The amphitheatre at Caerleon Fortress (1st class) in south-
east Wales is the best-preserved amphitheatre in Britain. Located 
just outside the fortress walls, work on the amphitheatre started 
around AD 90, and it seated up to 6000 spectators.

Discovered in 1796 at Ribchester, Lancashire, the Ribchester 
helmet (1st class) is one of the � nest surviving cavalry helmets 

from anywhere in the Roman Empire and was worn during displays 
of military horsemanship (hippika gymnasia).

The Bridgeness distance slab (£1.63) was found at the eastern 
end of the Antonine Wall and is one of a number found along its 
length. The construction of the wall was divided into sections, and 
as each section was completed by one of the three Roman legions 
in Britain, a slab was carved to celebrate their achivement.

This Romano-British copper-alloy � gurine of a helmeted rider 
on horseback (£1.63), measuring 83mm by 94mm, was found near 
Cambridge. Dating from the 3rd or 4th centuries AD, it probably 
depicts a local god associated with Mars, the Roman god of war.

The Gorgon’s head (£1.68) on the pediment of the temple to 
Sulis Minerva at Bath is one of the most striking pieces of stone 
sculpture to survive from Roman Britain. It is believed to be the 
work of sculptors from Gaul in the later 1st century AD.

Hadrian’s Wall (£1.68) is the largest surviving Roman monument 
in Britain and was Rome’s northwest frontier for 300 years. It 
runs 73 miles from Wallsend in the east to Bowness-on-Solway in 
the west. When Emperor Hadrian came to Britain in AD 122, he 
ordered a wall to be built to separate the barbarians and Romans.

As well as the stamps, a number of other products are available. 
These include a presentation pack, with details of the Roman’s 
impact on Britain, and an f.d.c., which illustrates one of the wooden 
writing tablets produced around AD 100 and discovered at 
Vindolanda, just south of Hadrian’s Wall.

MACDONNELL WHYTE LTD
102 Leinster Rd, Dublin 6, Ireland

Tel: +353 1 4977449 Fax: +353 1 4977440
E-mail:mdwltd@eircom.net

BUYING IRELAND
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covers, back-of-book etc.
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Immediate settlement in the currency of your choice.
Consignments accepted for our regular Public Auctions in Dublin

VAT NO: IE 9F46460K

COLLECTABLE DEALERS 
INSURANCE

ALL RISKS cover at premises [house, office or shop] and transit to 
& from and while at Fairs, Exhibitions etc. 

£2 million Public Liability, Employers Liability and Money.

OPTIONAL cover for Buildings, Shopfronts and glass, Loss of 
Profits, Goods in Transit -both Vehicles and postal / carrier.

ALL RISKS cover for Private Collectors

SOCIETIES cover includes PUBLIC LIABILITY

AUCTION, PACKET, TROPHIES, EXHIBITION

S T A M P  I N S U R A N C E  S E R V I C E S
CGI Services Limited [Dept 01] 29 Bowhay Lane

EXETER EX4 1PE tel: 01392 433 949 fax: 01392 427 632
Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
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...the just-after-
midnight 

cancel 
indicates to me 
that the stamps 

were clearly 
on sale during 

business hours 
at Melbourne 

GPO on Friday 
3 January

THE humble 1913 1d. red Kangaroo and Map stamp 
is not always a packet material value stamp. It was 
Australia’s � rst stamp and was issued in Sydney on 
Thursday 2 January 1913 (and other states days 
later), one would assume a lot of f.d.c.s would have 
been prepared for this historic occasion?

Not so. Only eight exist in collector hands and 
are catalogued at $15,000 each in the ACSC. Nearly 
all were addressed to wealthy Melbourne collector, 
Mr Arthur Whiting, and all have the same staggered 
line and violet typewritten address from leading 
Sydney dealer Orlo Smith. All are tied by a 5.30pm 
machine cancel from Sydney GPO of ‘JAN/2 - 5.30 
PM /1913’ (1).

Arthur Whiting also had a few f.d.c.s addressed 
to himself from Melbourne with 4 January 
(12.15am) machine cancels – that supposedly 
being the � rst day of issue there. The fuzzy scan 
is from the  Arthur Gray sale (2). However, the 
just-after-midnight cancel indicates to me that the 
stamps were clearly on sale during business hours 
at Melbourne GPO on Friday 3 January, despite the 
ACSC note.

I sold an unusual version of the Sydney, 2 
January, Whiting f.d.c. 12 years ago that had the 
usual Sydney GPO machine cancel, and which was 
also cancelled on face 3 January upon arrival in 
Melbourne. Australia’s leading f.d.c. expert Frank 
Pauer advises me this is the only example of this 
f.d.c. recorded that has any arrival c.d.s. cancel.

‘First day’ for Victoria appears wrong
It seems clear to me that 1d. Kangaroo stamps 
were on sale in Melbourne late on Thursday 3 

January, and the cover was dropped into a GPO 
mail slot that evening and was cancelled just after 
midnight. The cancel certainly reads 4 January, but 
clearly the purchase and mailing would have been 3 
January, as postal sale counters at the GPO closed 
early evening.

If so, the cover is unique in being cancelled the 
� rst day of issue in Sydney, and also being the only 
true f.d.c. existing for Melbourne on 3 January, 
more by total accident than design! Not sure if that 
client kept it, but it cost him $5000 less than the 
1d. Roo Sydney f.d.c. in far inferior condition in the 
Gray sale.

I had not re� ected on the odd 12.15am machine 
cancel of 4 January until today, which clearly means 
the stamps a�  xed were purchased at some time 
on Friday 3 January in Melbourne. F.d.c.s were 
not commonly done here in 1913, indeed done 
anywhere globally. Strange.

Mr Whiting seem to have been about the only 
collector here who was plugged into them – all 
the three known 4 January Melbourne covers 
are addressed to him according to the Gray sale 
catalogue, as are most of the Sydney ones too. He 
was a man well ahead of his fellow collectors.

Gray also had a 1913 First watermark Whiting 
‘f.d.c.’ set up to 5s., none of which were f.d.c.s 
oddly. They were badly foxed – far worse than 
photographs showed! Simon Dunkerley paid 
$A78,750 at the Gray sale, buying them on behalf 
of Gray, as Arthur advised me Shreve insisted that 
under NY law Gray was unable to buy any of his 
own material direct. There were certain items in 
the Gray Kangaroo collection that Arthur was not 
ready to sell, but Charles Shreve told him he was 
going to o¥ er the entire Large Gold exhibit, and if 
Arthur wanted selected pieces back, he needed to 
engage an agent to bid against the market for them. 
Seems fair to all.

The Not So Humble 
1d. Kangaroo Stamp!
In his column this month, Glen Stephens focuses on Australia’s fi rst 
stamp – the 1d. red Kangaroo and Map issue.

1 The only true 
Melbourne 1d. 
Kangaroo f.d.c.?

2 Melbourne 
f.d.c. with three 
1d. Kangaroos – 

cancelled a day late?
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Cleaned up – where are 
they now?
Arthur later had them professionally 
cleaned up by an art conservator 
and had them on display in the 
Court of Honour at Melbourne 
2017. They looked very nice I must 
say. Not sure what has happened 
to them since, but for all values 
except the 1d., they are the earliest 
on cover examples on the collector 
market. All were addressed to 
Arthur Whiting.

There were 662 million of the 
1d. Kangaroo printed, and for a 
country that had a population 
of less than � ve million in 1913 
that is a lot of stamps. That is 
132 stamps used for every man, 
woman and child if you use that 
very simplistic statistic! But, of 
course, big business was a huge 
user of letter-rate stamps.

Business houses were the 
reason the Post O   ce produced 
the massive £1 stamp booklets – 
each about the size of a Hagner 
sheet and containing 240×1 Roos 
(SG SB 2, catalogue £18,000). The 
inner covers had lined columns for 
mail clerks to note who used what 
stamps. Arthur Gray bought over his booklets for me to scan and 
one exhibit page is shown (3).

Anyway, a lot of 1d. Kangaroos were used during its very short 
life, before the monarchist protests about this radical design saw 
them being quickly replaced by the 1914 1d. red KGV head for 
letter mail, of which nearly two billion were then sold, before the 
colour change to 1d. green and 1d. violet, of course, and so on to 
the 3d.

When 662 million stamps are sold, a lot survive! For the next 
100 years, most new collector packets of ‘500 di� erent Australia 
– all Genuine – All Di� erent’ type o� erings had this stamp inside, 
as it was exceedingly plentiful in the wholesale packet trade, at a 
penny or so apiece in bundles (4).

These were pennies apiece 
not long back
Packet makers liked to add this 
stamp, despite it not being as 
common or cheap to buy as the 
1d. green or 2d. red KGV heads, 
3½d. KGVI and QE2, and 5d. blue 
and 4c. red QE2, and many of the 
Christmas stamps, etc., because 
they could state the contents dated 
from our very � rst stamp issued.

Time moves inexorably on, 
and what was once common in 
Roo bundles over 40 years back 
when I started dealing is no longer 
the case (5). Bundles of 100×2d., 
3d., 6d. (brown), 9d., 1s. and 
2s. maroon were also common, 
and only a few dollars a bundle 
wholesale. Most these days are 
several dollars per stamp used!

A dealer named Erwin 
Glattauer of Masterfund lived in 
the next street to me in Bondi in 
the late 1970s, and his business 
in packet and compositions was 
enormous. He lived alone, and his 
multi-level home had bundles from 
cellar to attic in rickety cabinets. 
It was incredible to see. He was a 
real character, and I bought some 

amazing bulk material o�  him in my early days.

Shoebox of 1d. Roos in bundles
I once purchased a shoebox of 1d. red 1913 Kangaroos tied up 
roughly in old black cotton bundles of 100. The assembler had 
worked in the Sydney Morning Herald mail room in that era and had 
access to much of the incoming frankings. It had sat in the family 
home since World War I, and the family bought it over with other 
stamp material.

Luckily for me, he had quite a number of bundles and part 
bundles of higher values to 2s., and a smattering of higher value 
Roos o�  parcels – very many 5s. Third watermarks I do recall. They 
were worth soaking and messing about with!

3 Part contents of the £1 Kangaroo stamp booklet from an 
Arthur Gray exhibit

4 In most packets of 500 di� erent stamps, one could � nd a 
1d. Kangaroo!

5 A variety hunter’s paradise
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stamps, after some double perforated stamps were torn out – 
all the lower margin is double perf. It looks like a 12-year-old 
kid got hold of it! (See the 6d. inverted ‘OS’, Fig. 10, for a similar 
o  cial repair.)

Some of the plate � aws on the 1d. red Roo are spectacular. 
There is one known as ‘The Big Crack’ – which is a heavy 
electro crack from the top margin right down to the base of 
the stamp. It got progressively worse and I have no idea how 
the printer missed it. You can see it readily with the naked eye 
– well worth seeking out, but many hundreds of dollars apiece 
these days, even used.

Another visually stunning looking � aw that was constant for 
a short time was a heavy ink � aw around Tasmania. ACSC tells 
us this � aw was discovered by the printer and all sheets with it 
were put aside to be later punctured ‘OS’ for free government 
use. This was o  cial policy – lots of double perf. or terribly 
centred stamps, etc, were consigned to the same fate.

O’Rourke Kangaroos do well
A used block of four of this ‘Tasmania’ � aw was in the O’Rourke 
Kangaroos auction at Phoenix Melbourne on 12 June (8). That 

sale did very well overall I noticed, 
especially as government rules 
prohibited room bidders other than a 
tiny nominal number.

Anyway, this 1d. block was 
invoiced for about $A7000 or 
over three times estimate – 

indeed near three times full 
ACSC catalogue value. ACSC

says these ‘OS’ sheets 
were issued mid-1914, 
just as World War I 
was declared, and that 
about 20 used and a 
few mint examples 
are recorded so far. 
A very high price for 
something of which 
that chunky number 
exist, but a most 

attractive block as you 
can see.

Have your say – very 
controversial issue

A double perforated large ‘OS’ 
was invoiced at this O’Rouke 

auction for $A1865 on a $A1000 
estimate (9). It looks 105% kosher to me (beware anything like 
this o� ered on eBay of course – forgers galore there!). There is 
a long and very heated Stampboards discussion on these double 
per� ns (tinyurl.com/OSpenny)!

The Per� n Society came out and declared in writing all these 
were fake as I recall, despite there being � ve of them recorded 
now from various legitimate sources, and some have clear 
opinions they are genuine. Apparently, they were doing all this 
magic expertising from computer scans! Never owned one, but 
all � ve are genuine in my view, and in Rod Perry’s opinion, etc, as 
can be seen.

J B Cooke’s thinking was that as the government departments 
paid nothing for the ‘OS’ stamps, they could have all kinds of ugly 
rubbish and rejects dumped on them, which if otherwise sold 
to the public might be rejected. The printer was not mindful of 
stamp collectors. Anything placed in the mail may likely get into 
the hands of collectors of course!

However, the vast bulk of this shoebox was letter-rate 
values, and these 1d. Roos must have been in use during the 
main period that he worked there, and there were literally 
many hundreds of mouldy cotton tied bundles of 100 of the 1d. 
red Kangaroo.

Now, to a dealer, time is money, and one simply never has 
that time to sift through this stu�  when 100,000 pieces are 
involved, even if cleaned and soaked apart. There are many 
di� erent dies and shades, and near endless constant plate 
varieties. And both types of ‘OS’ and private per� ns.

With 1d. Kangaroos, one has a very good chance of � nding 
inverted watermarks – SG catalogues them at £20–£30 each 
used, depending on dies. Or less likely, sideways watermarks, 
which come in various dies and orientations – and average 
about £300 each used. As I � nd one of those each year or so, 
do check mixed lots! 

As the 1d. shoebox had been carelessly stored in an attic 
or garage, the stamps were very musty and dusty, and as 
they’d only been roughly soaked o� , they had more than the 
usual gum residue, so after 80 years of summer humidity and 
resultant damp storage tied into tight bundles, they were often 
solid little cubes of manky looking 1d. Roos.

A good hot water soapy wash would have 
separated each cube I am sure, and a few 
days in an A4-size Lighthouse Drying Book 
would have let someone examine them 
for the � rst time in nearly a century. 
I sell hundreds or so of these, or 
the American made Desert 
Magic drying books a year – 
they perform miracles in 
drying such soakings � at 
and clean.

Anyway, my shoebox 
must have contained 
1000-plus bundles of 
100 of these Roos – 
probably 100,000 or 
more stamps. I recall I 
advertised them for a 
few hundred dollars the 
lot ‘for a salvage merchant’. 
I never did hear if the lucky 
buyer ever found anything of 
substance among them all. It 
would have taken him a year or 
more to soak and separate them 
all out – he might still be doing it!

The constant plate varieties are legion – an A4 
Adams, Bell and Pope handbook on just this value is popular, 
and the ACSC lists many, many pages of them. And what might 
appear to be pretty minor can get very serious money. A 
used die 1 plus die 2 pair was invoiced for about $A10,000 by 
Prestige Auctions (6). I’d have never noticed that one!

Quality standards dipped in this era
There are the many monogram and non-monogram singles 
and strips, and double and treble perforations, and gum o� sets 
even. Some printings of this went on until the onset of World 
War I, and it seems quality standards were not as rigorous at 
this time. We also saw the no-waste manta of this era come 
into play with many issued stamps.

I bought the 1d. lower-three rows of the right pane with 
monogram from the Arthur Gray sale in 2007 and have handled 
a few times since then (7). This was patched up by the printers 
with heaps of little bits of selvedge, pasting in undamaged 

sale did very well overall I noticed, 
especially as government rules 
prohibited room bidders other than a 
tiny nominal number.

Anyway, this 1d. block was 
invoiced for about $A7000 or 
over three times estimate – 

indeed near three times full 
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One most unusual stamp o� ered at the same O’Rourke 
auction at Phoenix on 12 June was the 1932 CofA watermark 
6d. brown Kangaroo stamp with ‘OS’ overprint inverted (10). 
I remember being at a Sydney stamp dealer meeting in 1985 
where local member, the late Jim Jude of Northway Stamps, 
showed it to fellow dealers, to get their thoughts.

Jim had just bought it sitting in a PO Specimen pack that 
he had purchased from a 
member of the public. No 
inverted overprints had ever 
been recorded – then and 
now! As can be seen, the 
stamp has little pieces of 
gummed stamp selvedge in 
each corner. Why? As the 
stamp printer used them to 
replace a stamp in a sheet 
that had been damaged in 
some way – a cut, tear or ink 
spill, etc.

O�  cial printer patching 
repair
Now and again, patching in a 
substitute stamp or stamps 
would be done quickly by 
the printer in this ‘waste-
not’ Great Depression era, 
and it was hence inserted 
– but upside down. No big 
deal on a sheet of normal 
6d. brown, as that can 
be replicated or 
faked, but if that 
sheet was selected 
for overprinting, 
clearly the solid 
‘OS’ overprint got 
inverted on that 
one stamp.

And so it was, 
with this 6d. brown 
Roo. Amazing that 
whomever was 
ripping up that sheet 
to insert into the 
PO Specimen packs 
for collectors did 
not notice. The four 
little bits of selvedge 
would have been annoying to tear and separate into a single 
stamp, and you’d look carefully at the stamp when doing that. But 
clearly no one noticed, and it went into the pack, and Jim found it 
over a half century later.

This was one of the very few unique Kangaroo stamps that 
Arthur Gray did not own. The values under 10s. were all neat 
corner cancelled in these Specimen packs, and this one stamp 
is the only one ever recorded. Some KGV heads ‘OS’ inverted 
occurred via the same PO ‘patching in’ upside down error. 
Estimated at $A30,000, it was invoiced for $A35,000. Good 
buying in my view.

This fantastic Large Gold Medal mouth-watering exhibit of 
the Australia Kangaroo and Map stamps was formed by Peter 
O’Rourke of Queensland, who exhibited it widely and, of course, 
is still with us, so will have watched the sale of his lifetime 
collection with keen interest!

Monogram Roos sold very strongly
This wonderful collection was full of top-end Kangaroo rarities, 
many of which have not been on the market for decades. There 
were a staggering number of now very popular monogram 
and non-monogram items and strips. Also, a wide range of 
watermark and perforation errors, and other major varieties.

This is one of the most signi� cant collections formed of this 
era. Unlike the Arthur Gray collection, there are no proofs or 
essays in here, as the owner did not like them, but plenty of very 
nice stamps! O’Rourke started stamp collecting in 1944, and 
some of these pieces have not been seen for a generation.

David Wood, the owner of Phoenix Auctions, told me pre-
sale estimates totalled around $A2.5 million. I am typing this 
as the sale concluded and with the usual few days of post-sale 
negotiations am unsure of the � nal sale result, but it certainly 
looked good to me.

6 A $A10,000 
used pair of 1d 
red Kangaroos – 
would you know?

7 This mangled mess on a mint block 
of 18 was created by the printer!

9 Much discussed 
1d. Kangaroo 
with double 
‘OS’ per� n

10 Unique 6d. brown 
Kangaroo – invoiced 
for $A35,000

8 This 1d. 
Roo plate 
� aw on a 
block of 
four fetched 
$A7000!
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Sydney-based philatelic journalist Glen 
Stephens has been a full-time stamp 
dealer and writer for over 40 years. Life 
Member of ASDA (New York), PTS (London) 
and IFSDA. He owns stamboards.com, 
the world’s largest stamp bulletin board 
with nearly seven million messages, and 
has had 100 million visits to his sales site 
(tinyurl.com/GlenRare).

The front-cover hinged strip of £1 brown and blue Third watermark 
Roos invoiced for over $A100,000 (11). With no monogram, as three 
o� -centred hinged singles, the value is then maybe 10% of that. Not 
even near $10,000 the trio actually. So the partial CA monogram 
selvedge piece is worth well over $90,000! Interesting thought.

The O’Rourke sale got some pretty impressive results I must 
say. A few days out it looked like a disaster in the making, as 
surprisingly few lots had any bids. Even on sale day, it looked 
pretty darn ordinary to me, but the telephone, internet and 
rooms bidders fought it out intensely during the auction.

There is a renewed interest in monogram and imprint 
pieces in the Roo area, with several new very deep-pocketed 
collectors emerging into this � eld, so the timing of the sale 
was ideal for the vendor, and for those collectors, as 
some of this material will doubtless not be seen for 
yet another generation.

Interest generally in the entire Kangaroo stamp era 
has been going gangbusters all year. Stockmarkets, real 
estate and bank interest rates have all been a disaster 
so far for most. For many, spending on top-end Roos 
is seen as a prudent alternate option, as many of these 
things will hold their own going forward and, indeed, 
some of them will soar I am sure.

The interest in attractive pieces remains strong. The 
turned-over sheet corner 9d. corner piece, part printed 
on gum, was invoiced for $A3000 on a $A500 estimate 
(12). It has not ever been in the ACSC. If it goes into 
the next edition for $A5000 or so, it will possibly sell 
for more next time o� ered, being unique and mint 
unhinged, and quite spectacular looking. $6000 is not 
out of the question. So well bought by whomever!

O’Rourke was like a lot of collectors of his generation, indeed 
like Arthur Gray and Stuart Hardy. All these legends were not at 
all keen on covers. Arthur never liked them at all, and he told me 
he only bought a few because the judges threatened to mark his 
exhibit down unless he added some!

Rodney Perry will be smiling!
The recent passing of Rodney Perry had me thinking of his career-
long crusade to encourage the collection of covers and real useage 
of these interesting stamps. His long campaign was starting to gain 
a lot of converts, which he must have been pleased to see. The 
tribute page on Stampboards saw dozens of collectors thank Rod 
for igniting their cover passion (Tinyurl.com/Rod Perry).

Rod would have chuckled to see a mixed Roo and states stamps 
late-fee cover to the USA was invoiced at $A1100 – over double 
the estimate, and also about double what it sold for at the Arthur 
Gray sale – where it also sold above estimate! See, covers are 
getting hot. Over 100% gain in not many years is not too shabby.

And another one the late Rod Perry would be pleased to have 
seen was a cover that fetched near double estimate at $A18,640 
(13). It was toned, heavily creased and stained. ‘Woodchipped’ 
o�  cover – a few $100 for the used stamp, the CofA – the very 
commonest of all the £2 Roos. This was a World War II use of the 
£2 black and rose Kangaroo plus 5d. Ram pair (£2.10s. was seven 
times the trans-Paci� c rate of 6s.10d.) on 1941 (6 December) 
California Clipper cover from Sydney to England via New Zealand 
and USA. Thirty years ago, this would barely fetch $1000.

Covid-19 numbered overprints – be quick!
As readers will realise, the huge NZ 2020 International Exhibition in 
Auckland was cancelled at the last moment as all foreign air travel 
to the country had the rug pulled from under it near overnight. The 
committee then decided to make it a National, and the government 
then pulled the rug on that too after a day or so with no notice.

All terribly 
sad for the 
hard-working 
committee, who 
spent years doing 
an enormous 
amount of 
groundwork. 
The Australian 
Philatelic 
Federation (APF) 
were also ready to ¤ y over and had produced 100 numbered, 
miniature sheets to sell at $A20 each to defray travel costs 
(14). More details on all Covid-19 stamp issues can be found at 
Stampboards (tinyurl.com/CovidStamps).

New APF president Peter Allen from Tasmania announced on 
Stampboards this week that these Tree Dwellers of The Tropics 
sheets had now been overprinted ‘CANCELLED DUE TO 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC’.

Cost is $A20 a sheet, and Peter mentioned that they are available 
from the APF website and that there was an advertisement in 
Stamp News to publicise them further. All monies go to a great 
cause, and I feel sure they will sellout quickly as only 100 will ever 
exist. As I type, about half are sold already.

13 £2 Roo to UK got $A18,640, 
but soaked o�  – a few $A100

14 Only 100 numbered copies of the overprinted 
Covid-19 miniature sheets ever sold

The front-cover hinged strip of £1 brown and blue Third watermark 
). With no monogram, as three 

11 A strip of three £1 brown and blue Third 
watermark Roos invoiced for over $A100,000 
(above) 

12 A 9d. violet Roo corner single printed on 
corner was estimated at $500 but invoiced for 
$A3000 (left)
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Spotlight 
on 40 
Years in 
the Stamp 
Trade
Ian Hunter, recently retired 
senior stamp valuer at 
Warwick and Warwick, had 
his doubts about writing an 
article on his 40-plus years in 
the stamp trade, but he has 
provided a fascinating read on 
his route through the business 
and how times have changed.

MY philatelic journey started at Harmers of London Stamp 
Auctioneers as a callow youth of 16 years old. Without even a 
paper round under my belt, the tube journey from my suburban 
West London home to Bond Street in Mayfair was one � lled with 
apprehension. This was the famous long hot summer of 1976, but I 
was too nervous to even take my jacket o�  until lunchtime!

Early career
I certainly learned a great amount at Harmers and assisted with 
many outstanding collections, I particularly recall Sir Henry Tucker’s 
collection of Bermuda. The company was home to 
many emminent philatelists, and I recall Fred Twining, 
Graham Childs, Andrew Norris, David Beech (for many 
years the head curator of the British Library Philatelic 
Collections), Mark Stephenson and Dominic Savastano 
(still going strong at Spink). James Skinner who has run 
B. Alan Ltd for many years, joined me as a ‘junior’, and 
we are still good friends to this day.

When I tell you that female sta�  members were 
not permitted to wear trousers, you will probably 
appreciate that Harmers were not the most progressive 
of companies! There were several members of the 
Harmer family running the business, and to di� erentiate 
between them, it was commonplace to refer to them 

as ‘Mr Bernard’ or ‘Mr Cyril’, etc. Fred Twining would use the 
blanket term of ‘laddie’ to address any junior members of sta�  
(in his defence they often didn’t last very long). I did feel I’d been 
accepted, when (after several years) he started to call me ‘Ian’.

To illustrate how production methods have changed, I remember 
how we used to make up the auction catalogue. The various typed-
written descriptions were cut up and then laid out in catalogue order 
on the auction room tables. They were then pasted onto A4 sheets of 
paper and dried on the radiators. Fred Twining’s ire when the sheets 
he was editing became came stuck together remains a vivid memory.

The mid-to-late 1970s were, of course, the days 
of plenty for the stamp trade, with the investment 
boom pushing up market prices at an extraordinary 
rate. It was certainly a rude awakening when the crash 
occurred. Almost overnight, it seemed that many lots 
stopped selling. As a result of the trade slump, the 
company decided to lay o�  sta� , and after � ve years 
employment, I was handed my redundancy notice.

More philatelic adventures
Eventually, I found employment again with City of 
London Auctions, who at the time were located in 
Bishopsgate, opposite Liverpool Street station. Every 
stamp company I have worked at has had its eccentrics, 

1 A Penny Black block of ten on f.d.c. sold for £253,000 when Ian 
was at Stanley Gibbons

2 A recent highlight 
of Ian's career was 
the USA ‘Inverted 
Jenny’ that Warwick 
and Warwick sold 
for £184,000 in 2009
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but CLPA had more than its fair share! I fondly recall working with 
Paul Allen, Paul De Ville, John Zselensky, Doug Baylis and Andrew 
Richardson (still contributing to the trade with his ‘Richnoddy 
Stamps’ online business). The company owner, the late Brian Tyrell, 
in theory presided over us, but actually we were all kept in line 
by the admirable company secretary Phyllis Wills (still working 
for Argyll Etkin I believe). I could write a separate article about 
the antics at CLPA, but perhaps my favourite occasion was when 
Paul Allen attempted to race Brian Tyrell’s greyhound around the 
auction room! Unfortunately, after I’d been there for four years, the 
company, under new ownership, went into administration.

I then ‘went straight’ for a while and worked as a clerk for 
a childcare social work team. However, the pull back to a life 
of philately was too strong, and I went to work for Godfrey 
Cleveland’s GB wholesale business in the north-west London 
suburbs. It’s fair to say that Godfrey wasn’t the most conventional 
of employers. The importance of a ‘�utter’ to some of my 
colleagues soon became apparent when one day work was halted 
to allow the sta� to watch a horse race on the o�ce television. I 
believe at the weekends, competitive snooker matches would take 
place on the full-size table upstairs. My appalling snooker game 
thankfully ensured that I was never tempted to join them.

Although my colleagues were engaging, and, I actually found a 
fellow QPR fan (Eddie Alexander, sadly no longer with us), I didn’t 
�nd the work as stimulating and returned to work in the West End, 
joining up with Brian Reeve, who had purchased Su�olk Stamp and 
Postcard Auctions. There I linked up with Robert Myers (who went 
on to found Essex Stamp Auctions) and James Skinner again.

After another �ve years or so, now married and with a mortgage, 
I decided to throw my lot in with Stanley Gibbons and joined their 
auction department under David Crocker. I saw many employees 
come and go during my �ve years there, but there were plenty of 
others who had a ‘good innings’, such as Richard Watkins, Philip 
Kinns, Paul Mathews, Steve Matthews, Philip Newby (now of Cover 
Story), Pauline MacBroom, Chris Edwards, Ryan Epps and Colin 
Avery. Andrew Mansi, I believe, is still going strong there.

The journey north
In 1999, and now with two very young children, my wife and I 
decided to �ee London for a better quality of life, and so the last 
20-plus years have been spent at Warwick and Warwick. This 
is certainly a move I’ve never regretted, both on personal and 
professional grounds. Being able to drive to work in 15 minutes and 
park at my o�ce was quite a novelty for someone who had worked 
most of his previous life in the West End of London. I worked with 
some great people at Warwick and Warwick, many of whom have 
been with the company for decades.

Of course over the years, I have seen many spectacular items, 
but the two that perhaps most readily come to mind were the 
Penny Black block of ten on f.d.c. that Stanley Gibbons sold for 
£253,000 in 1998 (1) and the USA ‘Inverted Jenny’ that Warwick 
and Warwick sold for £184,000 in 2009 (2). I have witnessed how 
the advent of IT has changed our industry enormously. The internet 
can certainly be a double-edged sword, as anyone who has had 
to deal with queries regarding ‘valuable’ USA 2c. Washingtons can 
testify! But it is clear that it is a tool that no one in the trade can 
ignore, and even an old technophobe such as myself can see how 
productive judicious use of IT can be.

I had hoped I would have a last ‘hurrah’ at London 2020, where 
I was going to assist in manning the Warwick and Warwick stand. 
Unfortunately, Covid-19 has robbed me of my opportunity to bid 
farewell to some of the trade members that I didn’t see in my last 
few months of employment.

Thank you all for reading my article, and I sincerely hope that you can 
weather out these uncertain times, and keep the stamp trade �ourishing. 
It has certainly provided me with many happy memories to treasure.

GB POSTAGE FOR SALE
£50 Bags at 75% Clearance lots from 70%

Single Values in 100s from 80%
Minimum order value: £200.00

REQUEST FULL LIST!

PAYING FOR POSTAGE
MANY BUYING PRICES INCREASED!

AUSTRALIA £20.00 per A$100
AUSTRIA £32.00 per €100
BELGIUM £25.00 per €100
CANADA (values over 32c) £22.00 per C$100
DENMARK £2.50 per 100 DKR
FINLAND To advise
FRANCE £35.00 per €100
GERMANY £46.00 per €100
GUERNSEY To advise   
HONG KONG £4.50 per HK$100 
IRELAND To advise
ISLE OF MAN To advise
JAPAN 35p per ¥100
JERSEY To advise
LIECHTENSTEIN (FROM 1996) £18.00 per 100 SFR
MALTA £35.00 per €100
NETHERLANDS £40.00 per €100
NEW ZEALAND £15.00 per NZ$100
NORWAY To advise
SWEDEN To advise
SWITZERLAND (FROM 1964) £38.00 per 100 SFR
USA £34.00 per 100 $US

Subject to requirements prices quoted are for U/M stamps.
Please contact us before sending mounted stamps.

All lots must be sorted by value with list. Minimum spending £200 per country.

GB POSTAGE URGENTLY REQUIRED
GB must be sorted by value with list.

1p-30p 40%, 31p-99p 50%, £1-£1.99 57%, £2+ 60%, 2nd class 60%, 2nd class SA 65%,  
1st class 50%, E's 50%, Smilers 50%, 1st & 2nd Large 70%.

Please ignore ½p denominations. No mounted material. 
No dues or of�cials. Must be valid for postage. 

Please do not include surcharges. Other strong currencies also required.

I want to buy almost ANYTHING philatelic...
• Complete stocks and accumulations
• General or specialized collections
• Better worldwide sets/single items
• POSTAGE from most countries – some  

examples of high prices I can pay:
• Minimum transaction £200
• Valid issues only subject to requirements

SERIOUS BUYER

And I can offer a virtually unmatched 
BUYING SERVICE...

• A fast, accurate & courteous valuation based on over 50 
years buying and selling in the trade and familiarity with latest 
market prices and auction realizations.

• Easily arranged visits to your premises to view  
bulky/valuable lots.

• Immediate decision with fast payments.
If you have material for sale, or are thinking of selling, 

contact me NOW...

JOHN CURTIN LIMITED
International Stamp Dealer

P.O. Box 31, Sunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex TW16 6HS
Tel: 01932 785635 (24hrs)

Fax: 01932 770523
e-mail: jcbuying@btinternet.com

www.jcstamps.co.uk
NOTE: Overseas sendings please quote VAT No. 479 9366 69. 

Overseas sellers – it is important you contact us to obtain 
mailing instructions before sending any item.

01
D
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09

NEW GB BUYING PRICES! 
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As is frequently 
the case, there 

is usually 
opportunity 

found in 
adversity

Philately Finds a Way
Wayne Youngblood takes a look at the different ways that philately is 
continuing in America during the current pandemic.

Latest philatelic Covid-19 victim
WHILE things are beginning to ease up a bit in the 
United States in general, gatherings such as stamp 
shows, some auctions and most stamp club meetings 
are all but non-existent – certainly in no small part 
because the majority of those who would attend 
are in a vulnerable category. The latest casualty of 
a months-long rolling wave of cancellations is the 
Great American Stamp Show, the largest annual 
stamp show in the nation, which was to be held 
20–23 August in Hartford, CT. This marks only 
the second time since its 1886 founding that the 
American Philatelic Society will not convene an 
annual convention (1). The last time was in 1943, at 
the height of World War II. The news regarding this 
year’s show came on 22 May and was predictably 
met with a great deal of disappointed approval.

GASS, as it is now known to many, is what was 
formerly known as StampShow, sponsored by the 
APS. Although APS has been partnering with the 
American Topical Association for several years, 
this year’s show would have been the � rst hosted 
jointly by three organisations: the APS, ATA and the 
American First Day Cover Society.

The tough decision was made by the APS board 
of directors for several reasons – not leastwise 
issues with the state of Connecticut, which is still 
not allowing gatherings of more than 50 people 
without ‘extensive mitigation’. Added to this, of 
course, is considered concern about the potential 
health risks to attendees and the virtual impossibility 
of ‘sanitising’ dealers’ stocks of stamps and covers 
(although this is an unstated concern).

The APS is exploring a ‘virtual show’ alternative 
for the planned show dates in August, including a 
possible virtual dealer bourse, seminars and meetings. 
The ATA and AFDCS both support this plan and 
are working closely with the APS on planning 
and execution of this alternative event. It will be 
interesting to watch what develops.

Summer Seminar on philately continues
Even though the APS’s annual Summer Seminar 
on Philately had to be cancelled this year due to 

Covid-19, the decision was made to take it online. 
Summer Seminar, known to most as Stamp Camp, 
was been held in late June for 40 years without 
interruption (and I’ve been an instructor for 30).

As is frequently the case, there is usually 
opportunity found in adversity. During the month of 
June, a total of 45 di� erent classes (more than 50 total 
‘learning experiences’) were o� ered online – each a 
one-hour session with various experts in the hobby, 
including award-winning exhibitors, noted authors, 
dealers and specialised collectors. Classes were 
o� ered on subjects ranging from individual country 
collecting and exhibiting to printing technology, 
various aspects of postal history, revenue stamps and 
many more. Rather than enrolling for a two-day or 
week-long course, students simply signed up à la carte 
for the courses in which they were interested. The 
cost was a � at $10 per course, and APS plans to make 
the recorded sessions available at a later date.

While I seriously doubt this new form of seminar 
will supplant the long-running and popular in-
person version, I feel it has already proven itself 
as a viable adjunct, as it is extremely � exible and 
can be o� ered at a reasonable cost with very low 
operating overhead for the APS. I suspect we will see 
many more of these opportunities in the future – 
something that may have eventually occurred anyway 
but was certainly sped up due to the Covid-19 crisis.

Stamp club � nds a way despite Covid-19
Despite the fact that meetings of the Badger Stamp Club 
of Madison, WI, have been cancelled for several months 
(just as virtually every other club in the nation), members 
have been looking for an opportunity to be together 
apart for some time The weather and opportunity 
converged perfectly on 30 May at a member’s home.

A total of 11 members were able to attend, keep 
their distance and even spend some time with stamps 
and covers (2). An auction was also held.

The BSC is Wisconsin’s largest stamp club and 
normally meets twice a month, with total membership 
hovering around 100. I suspect that other clubs will 
soon be staging these outdoor meetings during the 
months of pleasant weather.

Many other clubs are meeting via Zoom and 
other online platforms, including the Collectors 
Club (New York City), which is not only holding 
its regularly scheduled meetings online but has 
expanded its schedule to include the summer 
months, which is a time normally avoided by 
the organisation.

1 The homepage of the American 
Philatelic Society showing that this year’s 
Great American Stamp Show (scheduled 
for August) has been cancelled
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Why stamp collecting is back in vogue
At least that’s the title of an editorial by Andrew Nelson that ran 
in the 5 June edition of the Wall Street Journal. ‘Of course,’ was my 
immediate reaction. Although it should come as no surprise to 
collectors, the hobby provides respite during troubling times (such 
as we are now experiencing on several fronts) and an opportunity 
to expend as much intellectual energy as you wish and inspiration 
for the imagination.

But reading the article brought a slightly di� erent take than 
I had in mind. I’ve long known that Millennials (those born 
roughly between 1980–96) are beginning to � nd their way to the 
hobby as they head towards middle age, but only if they’ve had 
some form of exposure to it. Apparently, that exposure may be 
happening through the combination of unlimited internet access 
and a pandemic that – by necessity – limits travel and many other 
outside-the-home pastimes.

According to Scott English, Executive Director of the APS, 
the organisation’s website has experienced a signi� cant jump in 
online search results – up to 1.2 million since March. Many other 
dealers I know who do business online have seen everything 
from a minor tick in business to a full-on surge.

Others, such as Gerard McCulloch, an Australian who 
bills himself online as the Punk Philatelist (punkphilatelist.
com) has noted the appearance of more young people picking 
up the tweezers, including a higher percentage of women 
(3). ‘Sometimes you need the Zen of admiring a tiny piece 
of artwork,’ McCulloch was quoted in WSJ. And, indeed, the 
combination of history, di� ering cultures, graphic arts and visible 
political ideography form the perfect intersection for a large 
swath of population that still has some semblance of curiosity – 
not to mention a perfectly legal way to read other people’s mail.

Although not mentioned in the article, another heavy-hitter, 
in terms of appealing to a new generation of collectors, is 
Australia’s Graham Beck, whose extensive series of ‘Exploring 
Stamps’ segments on YouTube are interesting, fun and make the 
hobby both accessible and appealing to outsiders. Beck, who 
has partnered with the APS, currently has more than 80 videos 
posted! They are all well worth viewing.

As has been noted by others, the new wave of collectors 
seems to be focusing more on topicals than anything else, usually 
related to real-life professions or interests.

Will this new spurt of interest outlast the pandemic and bear 
lasting fruit in terms of a new generation of collectors? I honestly 
don’t know. But let’s ride the wave and see where it takes us.

Philatelic Book of (Still More) Secrets, Vol. 3
I’ve written about Black Books Vol. I and Vol. II in previous columns. 
These are small booklets published by Professional Stamp Experts, 
one of the top expertising � rms in the United States. Each one 
covered a number of tips that can help collectors and dealers avoid 
the pitfalls of fraud and misidenti� cation. Now, under the non-
pro� t umbrella of the Southern Nevada Philatelic Research Center, 
Inc., comes Volume III. The entire focus of this volume is colour, 
unarguably one of the toughest aspects of the hobby (4).

The Philatelic Book of (Still More) Secrets explores – in a 
surprising amount of depth – the complex subject of colour 
without causing eyes to glaze over, by mixing a bit of humour 
with fact and extensive illustrations.

Although there is a basic introduction to colour, the focus of 
the text jumps quickly to the speci� c US issues from 1851–1973 
that have rare, scarce or troublesome colour varieties.

For early varieties, inconsistencies in pigments used to 
create inks are the culprits. One of my favorite images depicts 
employees of the Bureau of Engraving & Printing grinding pigment 
in a low-lit basement (5). Variations in the minerals themselves, 
as well as variable water quality, made a huge di� erence.

The author also gives a detailed discussion on the importance 
of light in viewing and identifying potential colour varieties. An 
obvious truth – but one which perhaps many collectors overlook 
– is that the light in which we view colours can a� ect our 
perception of the colours themselves. The importance of using 
‘full-spectrum light’ is emphasised.

This small, 96-page book, I feel, belongs on the shelf of 
virtually every dealer or collector. The cost (excluding potential 
shipping) is $15. The book can be ordered from the Southern 
Nevada Philatelic Research Center, Inc., PO Box 539309, 
Henderson, NV 89053-9309, USA. The website is www.
gradingmatters.com or email info@gradingmatters.com

2 Members of Wisconsin’s Badger Stamp Club 
found a way in late May to gather and enjoy 
stamps and each other’s company – at a distance

3 One of the 
younger voices 
leading the 
charge for a 
new generation 
of collectors is 
Australia’s Punk 
Philatelist

4 The Philatelic 
Book of (Still More) 

Philatelic Secrets, 
Vol. 3

Wayne L Youngblood has been a 
professional philatelic journalist for almost 
35 years. He ran a mail-order business and 
is now a frequent bourse dealer. A gold-
medal exhibitor, he is the recipient of the 
APS Luff Award, a member of both the 
Writers Unit and Wisconsin Federation 
of Stamp Clubs' Halls of Fame, and a 
distinguished topical philatelist.

5 Employees of the Bureau of Engraving & Printing 
grinding pigment
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Special Feature

AS if any of us needed reminding, there’s a vast gulf between the 
straight-stamp market and that for postal history. For stamps, 
whether they’re single items, one-country collections or estate throw-
outs, there is of course the catalogue. All you have to do (as SG 
catalogue editor Hugh Je� eries MBE patiently explains in every edition 
of ‘Part 1’) is to convince your customers that valuations between 3% 
and 100% of catalogue can be equally valid.

Apart from f.d.c.s, postal history is in� nitely harder to value. Try to 
buy any genuinely travelled cover from a serious postal historian and 
you’ll be told that it’s unique and can’t possibly be parted with. It’s 

My Favourite…
Part-time trader Michael Round believes the postage stamp to be an 
ambassador for its country and its message incomplete unless seen 
postally used on mail. His favourite philatelic item reveals his focus on 
French-speaking Africa.

Philatelic Exporter18 July 2020

1 Michael’s favourite philatelic item is a multiple franking from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo

hard to disagree: the nearest we might ever get to duplication in that 
� eld is when hopeful viewers or listeners have posted multiple entries 
to TV or radio competitions.

As Robson Lowe famously said, stamp collecting is a visual hobby. 
Some of the most ‘visual’ (i.e. spectacular) covers on the market 
come from periods of in¤ ation. Germany in the 1920s, and Hungary 
and Greece in the 1950s are, of course, very well known, but there 
is plenty more recent material about, like 1980s Argentina, all those 
attractive ¤ owers, and 1990s Russia, with those boring de� nitives 
suddenly looking more interesting when plastered all over a cover, 
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even more so on postal stationery envelopes when the original 
imprinted (and surely worthless) 4k. stamp is carefully left clear.

With perhaps one exception, a further and rich source of in� ation 
covers is Africa. (The exception is Zimbabwe in the 2000s, where 
material just doesn’t seem to exist in any quantity – if you have 
shedloads of it, please sell me some.) One of the most spectacular 
instances, involving a 600-trillionfold drop in currency, occurred in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo (RDC). Its chaotic � nances can 
be dramatically demonstrated on cover after cover stretching back to 
the Zaire era (particularly the 1990s) and continues through to today. 
I have handled items bearing between 40 and 80 separate stamps, a 
total comfortably outstripped by one held by an Australian collector 
(a piece I covet to this day) bearing no less than 300.

What makes these items even more spectacular is that unlike 
Germany in the 1920s or Russia in the 1990s, each component 
stamp is large and sometimes huge. Long-su� ering residents became 
accustomed to placing quantities of stamps on cover so closely 
overlapped as to leave just the face-value visible, prompting jokes that 
their sheer bulk could push the cover into the next weight category, 
demanding even more stamps and so on ad in� nitum. (1940s in� ation-
era China must have seen this joke coming, for it produced a label 
promising that the postage required on an item would be calculated 
before any stamps were a�  xed.)

We all know that any item is worth exactly what someone will pay 
for it. Collectors of Zaire/RDC, although keen, probably number in 
dozens rather than thousands, reducing the odds of any two buyers 
among them being around simultaneously to outbid each other 
and keep their bank managers happy. Why not widen the appeal? I 
have chosen one particular cover as my favourite (1–2) because it’s 
attractive on several levels, not just to ‘in� ation’ collectors.

Compared to mass-multiple frankings, the mere 15 stamps on 
this cover may seem a bit half-hearted. But the fact that they are (for 
once) not overlapped leaves each one fully visible and appealing alike 
to butter� y, minerals, jewellery (the lizard brooch stamp at top left), 
insect and � ower thematicists. The remaining item could appeal to 
collectors of ‘O� ensive Designs’ (they must exist), for it demonstrates 
how an excuse for stamp issue can overrule political correctness. 
Tintin Au Congo, subject of the 190f. value, was a book long banned for 
its colonial overtones – yet the mere mention of ‘Congo’ has inspired 
some marketeer to make a stamp issue out of it.

And the philatelic appeal? On the negative side, some of the 
stamps are on the reverse, making it harder to display on the page 
than if everything was on the front. There is no receiving mark. The 
postmarks, although better than many others from this source, are 
not very clear, though just decipherable as ‘Tshela/D/32[sic].11.06-09’. 
Thereby hangs something to interest error collectors, an impossible 
date (32nd November). Local post o�  ce workers were by this time 
reduced to � lling their dilapidated datestamps with whatever numerals 
they had, simply to keep the other components from falling out. For 
this reason, some postmarks of the period can be not just a few days 
(as here) but up to ten years adrift, something guaranteed to puzzle 
innocent researchers for years to come.

Best of all, and so far unrecorded in any catalogue, is that the whole 
surcharge on the mineral stamp at top right is inverted. (When correct, 
the big panel should obliterate the obsolete name ‘Zaire’, as do the 
other surcharges on the cover.) This helps us imagine what the basic 
stamp looked like, another bonus given that without surcharge it and 
others in the set (all redrawings of earlier designs) were never issued.

What price, then, somebody?

2 More stamps were used on the reverse (reduced)

Email: philatelink@btinternet.com
LANDLINE: 01896 759703   MOBILE 07510 312271

DAVID WALDIE (PHILATELINK LTD),
13 REDPATH CRESCENT, GALASHIELS, 

BORDERS, TD1 2QG, UK. �

BUYING & SELLING
DISCOUNTED GB POSTAGE DAILY

Buying
British Stamps

Current Market Values

18June2020

BUYING GB DECIMAL MINT STAMPS 1971 to 2019
(We always require GB postage but some values are more popular than others so please 

contact us by email or telephone where the sale value is £1000 or over).

FACE VALUE (FV)
Buy %
of FV Criteria

Stamps 1p to 43p 48% Sorted by value

Stamps 44p to £1.99 60% Sorted by value

Stamps £2 to £10 65% Sorted by value

GB MNH Decimal Stamp Collections 47% UNSORTED - Pre 2000

GB MNH Decimal Stamp Collections 55% UNSORTED - Post 2000

Unsorted MNH Stamps 1971-2019 48% Made up in Bags of £100, £200 and £500 face value

First (1st) Class NVI Stamps (lick and stick gum) 58% All 1st class stamps with lick and stick gum, de� n-
itive, commemorative regional and Christmas.

First (1st) Class NVI Stamps (self-adhesive) 62% All 1st class stamps with self-adhesive gum, de-
� nitive, commemorative regional and Christmas.

First (1st) Class NVI Stamps (lick and stick) 50% Ditto 76p with NON-ELLIPTICAL perf pre 1993

Second (2nd) Class NVI Stamps (Lick and stick gum) 64% All 2nd class stamps with lick and stick gum, de-
� nitive, commemorative regional and Christmas.

Second (2nd) Class NVI (Self-adhesive gum) 68% All 2nd class stamps with self-adhesive gum, de-
� nitive, commemorative regional and Christmas.

Second (2nd) Class NVI Stamps (lick and stick) 50% Ditto (65p) with NON-ELLIPTICAL perf pre 1993

First Class LARGE NVI (self-adhesive) 65% ALL TYPES (£1.15)

First Class LARGE NVI (lick and stick) 62% ALL TYPES (£1.15)

Second Class LARGE NVI (self-adhesive) 70% ALL TYPES (88p)

Second Class LARGE NVI (lick and stick) 65% ALL TYPES (88p)

1st Class Signed For Stamps (standard & large) 62% Standard 67% Large All types (£2.06 and £2.45) poor 
sellers All types (£2.06 and £2.45) poor sellers

Special Delivery Stamps
62% up to 100g 72% up to 500g (£6.70 >100g 
and £7.50 >500g poor sellers
(£6.70 >100g and  £7.50 >500g poor sellers

Europe up to 20g, 40g & 60g NVI Stamps 80p ea Up to 20g, 40g & 60g grams (£1.42)

Worldwide up to 20g, 40g & 60g NVI Stamps 95p ea Up to 20g, 40g & 60g grams (£1.63)

Europe ‘E’ Rate up to 20g Stamps 80p ea ‘E’ Rate Stamps (£1.42)

Europe & Worldwide NVI Stamps up to 100g E £0.95 ea W £1.40 ea Up to 100g (e £1.68 & w/w £2.42)
Up to 100g (e £1.68 & w/w £2.42)

Presentation Packs 47% from 1971 to 1998

Presentation Packs 55% from 1999 to 2015

Presentation Packs 60% from 2016 to 2019

Presentation Packs 68% 2020

Prestige Booklets 48% up to 1998

Prestige Booklets 55% 1999 to 2014

Prestige Booklets 60% 2015 to 2020

Booklets with Stamps up to 29p 47% folding & retail etc

Booklets with Stamps from 30p to 68p 55% folding & retail etc

Smiler Sheets 60% Lick & Stick Gum

Smiler Sheets 62% Self-adhesive Gum

eBay Selling Service
• High Prices Realised! • Low Commission Fees

Contact Dave Waldie for Details or Visit

www.philatelink.co.uk
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The Basel Dove 
stamp image 

designed by 
Melchior Berri 

contains some 
elements that 

can also be 
found on his 

postboxes

175 Years Since the 
Basel Dove Took Off
To mark the 175th anniversary of the ground-breaking Basel Dove issue, 
Michael Burzan provides a history of the stamp and a guide to its prices.

Classical masterpiece and philatelic milestone
After the � rst cantonal stamps in Switzerland, which 
were issued in Zurich on 1 March 1843, followed 
by Geneva at the end of September of that year, 
the time came in Basel on Tuesday 1 July 1845: the 
� rst adhesive postage stamp could be used to frank 
prepaid items within the city limits. The postage 
receipts, known as ‘franking slips’, were intended to 
simplify the handling of mail, following the example 
of British stamps. At the same time, the tari�  for 
standard letters in local tra�  c was halved from 5 
centimes to 2½ centimes.

Without doubt, for topical collectors of birds on 
stamps, the Basel Dove (Basler Dybli/Basler Taube) 
is an inevitable no. 1, which adds to the persistent 
demand of classical philatelists and investors looking 
for alternative ways to enjoy their money.

Architecture in miniature format
These stamps were designed by the architect Melchior 
Berri (1801–54) (1), who also designed new postboxes 
for Basel in the classical style (2). The popular painter 
Arnold Böcklin once described him as ‘the only artist 
among the Swiss architects of his time’. In the same year 
of his monument to the history of 
philately, Berri had also designed 
the striking railway gate that 
broke through the city wall in 
1845 to connect to Switzerland’s 
� rst railway station (3).

The City Council of Basel 
set the highest standards for 

the design of the planned ‘Franco stamps’. For the 
� rst time, they were to be printed in three colours 
and also have an embossing. The Basel Dove stamp 
image designed by Melchior Berri contains some 
elements that can also be found on his postboxes 
(4). The embossed dove with raised wings in the 
centre carrying an envelope on edge in its beak 
became eponymous. The contours of the bird are 
reinforced by the red shield under the coat of arms 
of the city and the canton with the crosier, the black 
Baslerstab, with its point to the left. The inscription 
‘STADT-POST-BASEL’ appears all around and the 
value, ‘2½rp.’, is in the lower corners.

Printed in Germany
The demanding order was entrusted to the printing 
company of Johann Benjamin Krebs in Frankfurt am 
Main, at that time one of the most e�  cient companies 
in this � eld on the European continent. In 1827, he had 
published his important work Handbook of Typographic 
Arts. From 1839, he continued to run his book printing 
and type foundry as an independent company.

A few examples with contemporary samples of 
the company prove their outstanding skill in art 

printing and the superior 
technique of multicolour 
printing, which at that time 
probably only a master of 
printing technology such as 
Benjamin Krebs could perform. 
When a bundle of documents 
from the period a few months 
before the start of negotiations 
with the Basel City Council on 
the printing order for the Basel 
Dove came to light, they sold 
for CHF1500 at Corinphila 
in 2013 (5). Included in 
the sale was a folded letter 

1 Bust of Melchoir Berri 
– designer of the Basel 

Dove (left)

2 The Basel postboxes 
designed by Berri feature 

elements he repeated 
in his stamp design 

(middle)

3 Berri designed the 
railway gate that broke 
through the Basel city 

wall in 1845 (right)
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with complete printed content from 
‘FRANKFURT 26 JUL. 1844’ to the well-
known champagne cellar of Piper & Cie, 
Rheims (France). The red sender’s stamp 
of the printing house was on the front. 
Inside was an original three-coloured 
printed business card ‘BENJAMIN 
KREBS, Buch-und Congrève-Druckerei, 
Lithographie in Frankfurt am Main, Mainzergasse J. 197’ in gold, with 
metallic lustre, red and black, along with two multi-coloured print 
samples of labels for champagne bottles executed for another cellar.

‘Green doves’ as a false start?
However, when the order was sent on 29 January 1845, Melchior 
Berri had not speci� ed whether the colour of the background should 
be blue or green (6). Dr Ozdoba reports: ‘The � rst consignment of 
Krebs contained the famous green doves, which are still catalogued 
today as a proof print under no. 8.I in the Zumstein catalogue. 
Based on their very detailed research, Bach and Winterstein suggest 
that it is better to speak of an unissued or provisional edition. The 
thesis that the green doves were essays is no longer maintained 
today. After the green doves were not liked in Basel, the colour 
was changed to blue; this � nal version was delivered to Basel on 18 
June 1845.’ MICHEL still keeps the original version in black and dark 
vermilion with background in vivid yellowish green as proof Mi 1I.

I suppose that after the green-backed doves of the � rst printing 
failed to please, time was running out for the exact production 
of the � rst issued version with blue background. Therefore, the 
results may not seem adequate for such a renowned printer as 
Krebs, but he improved in the second print run.

The two editions of the Basel Dove issued have only been 
di� erentiated more closely in the post-war period. MICHEL 
de� nes the background of the � rst version No. 1a as ‘Light 
Prussian Blue’ (Zumstein 8a, vivid blue); the second 1b in ‘Vivid 
Cobalt Blue’, occasionally also called greenish blue, which is said 
to have been produced in 1847. The frequent signs of ageing, 
however, often make it impossible to make a clear assignment. 
Typical for the � rst prints are noticeable shifts of the individual 
colours. The double black-border lines, between which a � ne red 
frame was to be placed, made it almost impossible to achieve a 
perfect alignment of all print runs.

In addition, there is a whole series of plate errors, small 
variants and � eld characteristics, which have not been completely 
researched to date but can be partly assigned to the two editions/
plates. One may � nd white dots of di� erent sizes in the red print, 
on the right between the dove’s wing and body, or beside the 
left wing above the bird’s head. Fractures and � aws in the black 
and red margin lines occurred several times; a plate break was 
registered in the red � eld. Occasionally, a double embossing of 
the dove has occurred; a deformation of the bird’s head is called a 
‘colourless bonnet’.

Qualities and rarities
The dove prints at Krebs were 
made in sheets of 40 stamps 
without perforation, with � ve 
horizontal rows of eight. A 
spectacular unit with 15 values 
from the right, upper and 
lower edges of the sheet was 

presented in 2018 on the 175th anniversary of the � rst stamps of Swiss 
cantons in the exhibition ‘Extreme’, along with other great rarities.

With a total edition of 41,400 copies, the Basel Dove lies 
between the other two cantonal rarities from 1843, the ‘Züri 4’ 
(less than 40,000) and the ‘Double Geneva’ (60,000 stamp pairs). 
By comparison, the population of the municipality of Basel was 
recorded at 25,787 for 1847.

Any original copy is certainly desirable, although an expert’s 
certi� cate is required for assessment. However, numerous factors 
play a role in the opinion on the quality of various features. 
Remember that this stamp appeared long before serious collecting 
started in the 1860s, so many have been treated badly, such as 
torn from letters without soaking or pinpointed.

Plus points can account for price di� erences of thousands of franks, 
euros or dollars. How much of the white border of the stamp has 
been preserved? How sharply can the colourless embossed print of 
the dove be seen on the front and back? How precisely are the colours 
printed and how fresh and true to the original are they after up to 
175 years of existence? Which stamp was cut o�  how cleanly from 
which position? Many copies have been restored, thin areas have been 
levelled out or margins added. With some successful results, this has 
been rewarded in several cases. Impeccable specimens are far more 
expensive and rare; they have long belonged to the investment class.

As Zumstein’s special catalogue pointed out decades ago: ‘The 
stamp images of the black plate are very close together, in addition 
the red print is mostly shifted and � lls the small space between 
two stamps almost completely, so that Basler doves with white 
edges on all four sides are very rare and are valued much higher. 
Sharp embossing and fresh blue colour also result in higher prices.’

As a matter of fact, the individual appearance of most 
specimens makes them unique in the composition of their 
components. This may in part be compared with the ‘4Cs’ of 
diamonds – colour, cut, clarity (of the embossing) and cancellation.

Evolving prices
Let me follow some steps in the evolving prices of this ever-popular 
classical stamp, maybe the best known of all Switzerland and 
continental Europe.

The Paris award-winning Moschkau handbook catalogue of 
1879 indicated a price of 15rm for a used stamp; its successors, 
Senf Brothers, supplied demand at 75rm for unused or used in 
1892; 200rm/125rm in 1901 (� at embossing only 100rm); and 
350rm/250rm in 1914.

4 The design of the iconic Basel Dove 
stamp features an embossed image of 
a dove in a central red shield

5 A Corinphila auction included items 
Benjamin Krebs sent to another 
customer a few months before the 
printing order for the stamps
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In 1919, MICHEL valued an unused 
Basel Dave at 1500mk, used 1250mk, 
on letter 2500mk, luxury quality up to 
3500mk and lower quality from 700mk. In 
1930, prices had been reduced to between 
400mk and 1500mk; in 1939, they had 
risen again to 1500mk–2000mk.

For the second half of 1948, after the 
German currency reform, Borek mentioned 
results of 1750m, 2400m, 3100m and 
3900m, without details on condition, 
resulting in a catalogue value of 3000m 
unused/2400m used. At MICHEL, the 
1960s started at 3000m/2800m and 4000m 
on letters; the 1970s at 6000m–8500m.

The Scott Stamp & Coin Co. Ltd of 
New York, gave prices of $50/$35 in 1897. 
Later, Scott catalogues showed $500/$400 
in 1950; and $950/$750 in 1965.

Since then, market prices for singles 
predominantly range in the thousands but 
may achieve � ve-� gured amounts for top 
quality and specialties. Letters seem to 
have made a jump of several thousands 
upward in the last decade.

Even well-executed forgeries � nd their 
customers. Just recently, an auction result 
of €290 was recorded at Lenz for an 
1845 Basel Dove speci� ed as a Sperati 
reproduction.

Letters in great demand
The franking validity of the Basel Dove 
extended over nine years, until the 
beginning of the Swiss Confederation and 
the joint Federal Post O   ce. Like their 
cantonal counterparts, they were accepted 
until 30 September 1854.

Despite this comparatively long period 
of use, only a few hundred letters with the 
iconic stamp are said to be known. Richard 
Schäfer’s volume Der Briefpostverkehr 
Schweiz Ausland (Letter Correspondence 
from Switzerland Abroad) estimates their 
number at around 300. A committee of 
collectors from Basel, which is conducting 
ongoing research, know about 600 stamps 
on letters and pieces. Exciting insights are 
o� ered by a publicly accessible database 
on the Basel Doves, which already lists and 
illustrates more than 400 specimens for 
research (www.philaworld.ch/index.php/
Frankaturen_Basler_Taube).

The only known surviving letter from 
the creator of the stamp, Melchior Berri, 
that has been franked with his Basel Dove 
appears on the website as number 53 (7). 
An extremely rare mixed franking, once in 
the legendary Burrus collection, with a 5c. 
Rayon light blue and a pair, it is dated 12 
December 1851.

On 1 January 1852, the local postage 
rate was increased from 2½ centimes 
to 5 centimes. Five such covers with this 
postage rate for the local area are known 
from this period with two Basel Doves, 

two of them as mixed frankings. One cover, 
dated 22 June 1852, has a rare combination 
of two individual doves of the � rst and 
second edition (Zumstein 8a and 8).

Many of letters with dove frankings made 
headlines because of their rarity, peculiarity 
or record prices. As of 26 November 
2014, the most expensive item was sold 
to an investor at Rapp auction house for 
CHF103,700 (including premium). Like 
other preserved specimens, it originated 
from the Ryhiner correspondence. 
Cancelled on 26 June 1847, it was 
addressed to Carl Ryhiner, owner of the 
‘Golden Lion’ property in Basel.

At the end of 2019, the vertical pair 
‘Basler Täubchen’ on a letter from the 
Swiss collection of Erivan Haub closed 
at 220,000 francs (without premium) at 
Corinphila (8). This was the only known 
double franking of a Basel Dove from a 
rural community – from Kleinhüningen to 
the city. Even at the Paris World Fair in 
1900, this was considered the crowning 
glory of Paul Mirabaud’s collection, the 
president of the Banque de France.

The unique multiple franking with six 
Basel Doves to Kreuzlingen is kept among 
the philatelic treasures of the Museum of 
Communication in Bern.

The ‘Renan letter’, which dates from 
the transitional period between the 
cantonal post o   ce and the federal postal 
administration in 1850–51, is considered 
the most important combination franking 
in private hands (9). It combines a 
horizontal pair of doves with a federal 
stamp from 1850 – a 10c. Rayon II yellow. 
All three are clean and cancelled tied on 
the envelope with federal diamonds from 
Basel on 6 November 1851 to Renan in 
the Bernese Jura. The yellow Rayon stamp 
was the � rst Swiss issue that was also 
valid abroad in accordance with the postal 
agreement with the German-Austrian 
Postal Association.

The history of the ‘Renan letter’ can 
be traced back over 125 years. The Swiss 
stamp newspaper SBZ reported on the 
Schöllhorn collection from Winterthur 
in its issue of 25 October 1894 in a 
contribution to the International Stamp 
Exhibition in Geneva: ‘A � ne piece was 
a letter with two Basel Doves next to a 
yellow Rayon stamp, which were used 
as federal postage stamps in 1851 ... 
(cancellation: black small diamonds).’

In his magazine Die Basler Taube (No. 
12/1954), the well-known stamp dealer 
Ernst Müller from Basel presented this 
cover on the front page with the headline 
‘This only exists once!’ He commented: 
‘This letter has slumbered silently in a 
collection for decades and is not listed 
in any catalogue, but is now for sale. 
Certi� cate available.’

6 An early green printing of the Basel Dove 
was quickly replaced by a blue one

7 The only known surviving Melchior Berri 
letter franked with a Basel Dove stamp

8 A vertical Basel Dove pair from the 
collection of Erivan Haub sold for 220,000 
francs (without premium) in 2019 

9 The ‘Renan letter’ combines a horizontal 
pair of doves with a 10c. Rayon II yellow
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Originally from Stuttgart, Michael Burzan 
formerly traded in stamps and philatelic 
literature. During his career, he has been 
the press offi cer for the German Philatelic 
Dealers’ Association and a member of the 
art council for new German issues but is 
now an established philatelic author, as 
well as a columnist and editor.

In 1967, the Frankfurt auction house Arnold Ebel dedicated the 
front page of its catalogue to the ‘Renan letter’ as ‘undoubtedly 
one of the most beautiful and interesting world rarities of classical 
philately’, with a reservation price of 275,000 marks. In September 
1991, it was put up for auction at a Corinphila sale with an estimate 
of 150,000 Swiss francs but was knocked down for 340,000. In 1999, 
the important collector Silvain Wyler from Rapperswil in Switzerland 
acquired the letter. He showed it as a key piece of his ‘Seebub’ 
collection and was awarded a Great Gold International medal at 
IBRA in Nuremberg. He considered it to be probably the most 
important piece in his collection of old Switzerland.

Inexpensive souvenirs
For customers who cannot a� ord an original Basel Dove, you can 
obtain less costly successors dedicated to this milestone of philately 
with little e� ort as ‘stamp on stamps’.

As a digni� ed tribute for the 150th anniversary, a souvenir sheet 
for the national stamp exhibition ‘Basler Taube 95’ was issued in 
May 1995 (Mi 27) (10). It combines a 17th-century city view on 
three values with a reproduction of the jubilarian in a se-tenant print 
(Mi 1554/57). More than 1.2 million copies were sold at the postal 
price of � ve franks, including surcharge. A PTT souvenir booklet 
with a mint and cancelled souvenir sheet was also published with 
descriptions in four languages (8a/8d). On 3 September 2015, 
Switzerland issued a 1f. stamp for the 125th Anniversary of the 
Union of Swiss Philatelic Societies (USPS) showing the Basel Dove 
under a magnifying glass in sheetlets of 12 as ‘stamps on stamps’ (11).

The anniversary edition 100 Years of the Basler Taube of 14 
April 1945 is much less common, with 146,143 sold (Mi 12) (12). 
It cost three franks and contained two stylised dove values of ten 
centimes each, surcharged for the bene� t of Pro Juventute youth 
support. MICHEL set the prices in 1960 at unused 25m/used 28m; 
later it soared to several hundred. Today valued at €160 mint, 
used €120, f.d.c. €150, market prices have come down to around 

€20–€30. In rare cases, this sheet has been discovered without the 
black printing and is valued around €2000.

Other postal administrations have paid tribute to this philatelic icon. 
Hungary took the International Stamp Exhibition Internaba 1974 and 
the UPU Centenary as occasion for a sheetlet of three, depicting the 
dove on a 3fo. stamp (Mi 2956A) and rarer imperforate sheetlet (Mi 

2956B, €25) (13). Italy produced a se-tenant miniature 
sheetlet in June 1985 for the World Stamp Exhibition 
in Rome, with the 500l. Basel Dove combined with � rst 
issues from Japan, USA, Western Australia and a blue 
Mauritius ‘Post Paid’ (Mi 1954/58, Bl 2) (14).

The legendary mailboxes created by architect 
Melchior Berri are still preserved in some places in 
Basel, with plaques in his memory. They are even 
featured on stamps, as shown on the 50pf. special 
issue of the Federal Republic of Germany dated 29 
October 1974 (Mi 825), celebrating 100 years of the 
Universal Postal Union (15). Switzerland followed suit 

almost � ve years later when it chose the Basel postbox as the sole 
motif for the 40c. Europa stamp of 30 April 1979 (Mi 1154), which 
was issued under the theme ‘History of the Postal System’ (16).

Final note
As owning and trading an original Basel Dove will remain long in 
the memory, maybe readers would share their experiences?

10 For the stamp’s 150th 
anniversary, a souvenir 
sheet was issued in May 
1995 for ‘Basler Taube 95’

11 A 1f. stamp issued 
in 2015 for the 
125th Anniversary of 
the Union of Swiss 
Philatelic Societies 
(USPS)

12 100 Years of 
the Basler Taube 
was issued on 14 

April 1945

13 Hungary issued a sheetlet for the International Stamp Exhibition 
Internaba 1974 and the UPU Centenary (above left)

14 A miniature sheet from Italy in June 1985 reproduced the Basel 
Dove alongside other iconic stamps (above right)

15 Melchior Berri’s Basel postbox appears on a Federal Republic of 
Germany stamp celebrating 100 years of the Universal Postal Union 
(above left)

16 Switzerland chose the Basel postbox as the sole motif for the 40c. 
Europa stamp of 1979 (Mi 1154) (above right)
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Defi nitives
SG. No’s/range Year Description Values U/M L/M/M AV/M/M FU/VFU GU
164-169 1880 INDIGO set 5v. 850.00 325.00 200.00 30.00 20.00
178-183 1883 2/6- 10/- set 3v. 2000.00 1000.00 650.00 150.00 80.00
187-196 1883 Q.V. Lilac & Green set 10v. POR 1100.00 850.00 230.00 150.00
197-214 1887 Q. Victoria Jubilee set 14v. 480.00 160.00 135.00 62.00 45.00
215-314 1902-13 Edward 7th simplifi ed set 15v. 350.00 135.00 110.00 45.00 26.00
215-257 1902 DLT Ordinary paper set 15v. 550.00 135.00 110.00 40.00 25.00
223-259 1906 DLR Chalky paper set 9v. 450.00 120.00 95.00 45.00 25.00
267-278 1911 Harrison perf.14 set 5v. 225.00 110.00 95.00 90.00 POR
279-286 1911 Harrison perf. 15×14 set 5v. 120.00 45.00 35.00 20.00 11.00
287-314 1911 Somerset House set 8v. 270.00 110.00 85.00 40.00 25.00
321-350 1911-13 GEO. 5th Downey Head set 10v. 85.00 30.00 25.00 20.00 12.00
351-396 1912-22 Royal Cypher wmk. set 15v. 220.00 70.00 58.00 22.00 12.00
397-8 1913 Multiple-cypher wmk. set 2v. 340.00 180.00 - 175.00 135.00
413a-417 1918 Bradbury seahorses set 3v. 650.00 235.00 POR 65.00 36.00
418-429 1924 Block cypher wmk. set 12v. 125.00 38.00 30.00 9.00 6.00
418a-421b 1924 Block cypher sideways wmk. set 4v. 130.00 38.00 30.00 35.00 18.00
439-449 1934 Photogravure set 11v. 42.00 18.00 15.00 6.00 3.50
439a-442b 1934 Photogravure sideways wmk. set 4v. 140.00 38.00 32.00 35.00 12.00
439wi-441wi 1934 Photogravure inverted wmk. set 3v. 15.00 6.00 5.00 2.00 1.00
450-452 1934 Re-engraved seahorses set 3v. 560.00 230.00 180.00 35.00 20.00
457-460 1936 Edward 8th set 4v. 0.40 0.30 - 0.40 0.20
457wi-459wi 1936 Edward 8th inverted wmk. set 3v. 8.00 3.00 - 3.00 1.50
462-475 1937 George 6th Dark colours set 15v. 18.00 8.00 - 1.90 0.80
462a-466a 1937 ditto……sideways wmk. set 5v. 70.00 22.00 - 22.00 12.00
462wi-466wi 1937 ditto…..inverted wmk. set 5v. 70.00 25.00 20.00 6.00 3.00
476-478b 1939-48 Square’ High Values set 6v. 180.00 95.00 80.00 20.00 12.00
485-490 1941 Light colours set 6v. 1.00 0.40 - 0.45 0.25
486a-489a 1941 ditto……sideways wmk. set 3v. 13.00 7.00 - 6.50 3.50
485wi-489wi 1941 ditto…..inverted wmk. set 3v. 3.00 1.50 - 0.40 0.10
503-508 1950 New Colours set 6v. 1.50 - - 0.60 0.30
504a-507a 1950 ditto…..sideways wmk. set 4v. 1.25 - - 1.75 0.80
503wi-507wi 1950 ditto…..inverted wmk. set 5v. 7.00 4.00 - 5.00 2.50
509-12 1951 Festival High values set 4v. 42.00 19.00 17.00 7.50 4.00
515-531 1952 QE2 Tudor Watermark set 17v. 42.00 17.00 14.00 11.00 6.00
517a-519a 1952 ditto…….sideways wmk. set 3v. 2.00 - - 2.50 1.75
515wi-519bwi 1952 ditto……inverted wmk. set 5v. 17.00 - - 10.00 6.00
536-539 1955 Waterlow High values set 4v. 115.00 45.00 36.00 18.00 6.00
540-556 1955 Edward Crown wmk. set 18v. 65.00 20.00 16.00 12.00 5.00
542a-545b 1955 ditto……sideways wmk. set 5v. 9.50 6.00 - 6.00 2.75
540wi-545wi 1955 ditto…..inverted wmk. set 7v. 9.00 - - 6.00 3.00
561-566 1957 Graphite lines set 6v. 4.00 3.00 - 3.50 2.00
536a-539a 1958 1st De La Rue Castles set 4v. 350.00 175.00 - 30.00 12.00
570-586 1958 Multi-Crown wmk. set 17v. 5.00 - - 1.00 -
570a-576ab 1958 ditto…….sideways wmk. set 8v. 3.75 - - 3.50 1.30
570wi-576awi 1958 ditto……inverted wmk. set 9v. 65.00 - - 30.00 16.00
587-594 1958 Graphite lines set 8v. 55.00 40.00 - 40.00 25.00
587wi-592wi 1958 ditto……inverted wmk. set 5v. 45.00 - - 30.00 18.00
595-598 1959 2nd De La Rue Castles set 4v. 70.00 35.00 30.00 5.00 2.00
599-609 1959 Phosphor-Graphites set 8v. 35.00 27.00 - 30.00 24.00
610-618a 1960 Phosphor crowns set 17v. 4.50 - - 2.50 -
610a-616ab 1960 ditto……sideways wmk. set 9v. 10.00 - - 10.00 6.00
610wi-616awi 1960 ditto……inverted wmk. set 10v. 140.00 - - 120.00 POR
595a-598a 1963 Bradbury wmk. castles set 4v. 7.50 - - 5.00 1.50
759-762 1967 Bradbury no wmk. Castles set 4v. 7.00 - - 5.00 1.75
723-744 1967 Machin Head set 16v. 1.00 - - 0.90 -
787-790 1969 Machin Head High Values set 4v. 5.00 - - 3.00 2.00
829-831b 1970/1 Machin Head 10p to £1 set 4v. 2.50 - - 0.40 0.20
1026-1028 1977 Machin Head £1-£5 set 3v. 8.50 - - 1.40 0.75
1026b-1026f 1983/7 Machin Head £1.30-£1.60 set 5v. 13.00 - - 10.80 6.00
1410-1413 1988 Castles High Values set 4v. 11.50 - - 1.50 0.75
1611-1614 1992 Gold-head Castles High vals. set 5v. 20.00 - - 2.75 1.50
1658 1993 £10 Britannia 1 value 14.00 - - 4.50 2.50
(1611-14) 1994 Gold-head Castles Re-engraved set 4v. 14.00 - - 3.20 -
1993-1996 1997 Enschede Castles High vals. set 4v. 25.00 - - 7.00 -
Y1800-3 1999 ditto….Small format High vals set 4v. 15.00 - - 3.00 -
Y1800-3 2000 DLR Small format High values set 4v. 15.00 - - 3.00 -
Y1726-1729 2003 DLR Small format High values set 4v. 15.00 - - 12.00 -
S2917-2920 2009 DLR Self-ad, with security slits set 4v. 13.50 - - 13.50 -

LATEST GB DEFINITIVE SET PRICES

GREAT  BRITAIN
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Terms: Prices in £p
• NB: All prices are now ‘Global’ no VAT to be added to any order
• CWO unless credit arrangements already established.
• Full refund if not satis� ed

Payments accepted by  Mastercard /  Visa

SP3 SURFACE PRINTED LOTS
A very comprehensive selection in good to � ne condition, but all 
with minor faults. 

=Total catalogue of lot £2000 Price £90 per lot
=Total catalogue of lot £10,000 Price £400 per lot

P.O. BOX 47 Kidderminster,
Worcs. DY11 6UR U.K.

TEL: (01562) 69452
FAX: (01562) 69529

Email: ian@beckettphilatelics.com

Plate No: £
71 100.00
72 95.00
73 100.00
74 80.00
76 80.00
78 80.00
79 80.00
80 80.00
81 80.00
82 120.00
83 140.00
84 80.00
85 80.00
87 80.00
88 150.00
89 80.00
90 80.00
91 80.00
92 80.00
93 80.00
95 80.00
96 80.00
97 80.00
98 80.00
99 80.00
100 125.00
101 90.00
102 80.00

Plate No: £
103 80.00
104 80.00
105 80.00
106 80.00
108 80.00
109 90.00
110 90.00
111 80.00
112 80.00
113 125.00
114 125.00
115 100.00
116 100.00
117 80.00
118 80.00
119 80.00
120 80.00
122 80.00
123 80.00
124 80.00
125 80.00
127 80.00
129 80.00
131 150.00
133 300.00
134 80.00
135 250.00
136 150.00

Plate No: £
137 80.00
139 110.00
141 150.00
142 240.00
143 220.00
144 220.00
145 80.00
146 80.00
147 80.00
149 80.00
150 80.00
151 100.00
152 90.00
153 150.00
154 80.00
155 80.00
156 80.00
157 80.00
158 80.00
159 80.00
160 80.00
161 150.00
168 80.00
169 80.00
170 80.00
171 80.00
173 120.00
178 80.00

Plate No: £
181 80.00
182 80.00
183 80.00
184 80.00
185 80.00
186 80.00
189 80.00
190 80.00
191 80.00
192 80.00
193 80.00
197 90.00
198 80.00
199 80.00
202 90.00
203 120.00
206 140.00
207 140.00
208 150.00
209 150.00
214 200.00
215 200.00
216 200.00
218 150.00
220 150.00

RECENT ACQUISITION
COMPLETE RECONSTRUCTIONS OF 1D PLATES

CONDITION EXCELLENT. WELL ABOVE AVERAGE. SUBJECT UNSOLD

GREAT  BRITAIN

80.00

POSTAGE DUES / TO PAY
SG. No’s/range Year Description Values U/M L/M/M AV/M/M FU/VFU GU
D1-D8 1914 Royal Cypher Set 8v 275.00 75·00 55·00 10·00 6·00
D10-D18 1924-31 Block Cypher Set 9v 380.00 90·00 70·00 25·00 16·00
D19-D26 1936-7 Edward VIII Set 8v 260.00 90·00 70·00 45·00 35·00
D27- D34 1937-8 George VI Set 8v 130.00 45·00 30·00 6·00 4·00
D35- D39 1951-2 Colour change Set 5v 40.00 15·00 10·00 7·50 5·00
D40- D45 1954-5 Tudor wmk Set 6v 130.00 65·00 — 55·00 40·00
D46-D55 1955 Edward wmk Set 10v 175.00 65·00 55·00 20·00 15·00
D56-D68 1959-63 Multiple crowns Set 13v 22.00 12·00 — 5·50 4·00
D69 - D76 1968-69 No wmk Set 8v 6.00 — — 5·00 —
D77 - D89 1970 Decimal Set 13v 12.00 — — 2·75 —
D90 - 101 1982 Decimal Set 12v 8.00 — — 3·50 —
D102 - D110 1994 Elliptical Set 9v 18.00 — — 18·00 —

L/M/M AV/M/M FU/VFU GU

strictly

trade sales only

trade sales only
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LIKE the Roman Empire’s northernmost line of defence, the 
Antonine Wall, the Scottish fairs I organise are something of a 
last bastion. The seven events each year, stretching the 90 miles 
from Inverurie in Aberdeenshire to the Broughty Ferry suburb 
of Dundee, are the only regular stamp and postcard fairs in the 
northern half of Scotland. Of course, this is a matter of stamp 
and postcard tables, a much less dangerous if considerably 
further north thin line than the Roman one. And I do all I can to 
encourage contact with the locals rather than 
trying to keep them at bay.

Admission and dealer fees � gures are 
encouraging, with the number of £1 entry fees 
collected via an honour system increasing. For the 
2017–18 season, attendance fees rose slightly, to 
an admittedly modest £354, and the tables total 
from regular dealers and occasional guests also 
was up, albeit by just £5.

For 2018–19, the totals dropped some because 
I had to skip one fair because of a family con� ict, 
but the average admittance rose by three, but the 
dealer fees did drop by an average of £4.

The 2019–20 season was going well, with 
record attendance at two events, but then the 
Covid-19 crisis meant the last fair had to be 
cancelled. However, the average attendance and 
dealer fees both rose by 9%.

So, how can a small fairs’ circuit keep going when some events 
in much more heavily populated areas are toiling or even folding?

A key reason is that the events are in places with or near 
postcard and/or stamp clubs and these collectors are not 
exactly spoiled for choice unless they go online. I’m a member 

Philatelic Exporter26 July 2020

of all of the clubs and try to go to meetings before events to 
publicise them.

At one annual fair, run jointly in Inverurie with the Grampian 
Postcard Club, a member of both clubs noted that 17 people 
showed up from the Aberdeen Philatelic Society and nine from 
the postcard club, a large percentage of its modest membership. 
Concerted work by club members meant that we had more of 
the general public coming than in previous years.

Another factor is that we have excellent 
venues. The postcard club members decided 
to move their event from a church hall to the 
new Garioch Heritage Centre. A combination 
of history, and postcards and stamps, not 
to mention a professionally run cafe and a 
wonderfully restored locomotive works building, 
has proved to be a winner.

In Aberdeen, we use the beautifully renovated 
hall at Queen’s Cross Church, which also has a 
professional cafe, and in Broughty Ferry, we use a 
bright and well-lit hall created from the shell of the 
disused St Aidan’s Church. In the village of Hillside 
near Montrose, we use the well-maintained village 
hall, which has good lighting and the best dealer 
access and parking of any of the fairs (1).

Special Feature

Success with 
Scottish Fairs
To help those preparing 
to  restart philatelic 
events, Chad Neighbor has 
provided a guide to how he 
organises a small group of 
Scottish postcard, stamp 
and coin fairs under the 
banner of North-East Fairs.

‘All [the fairs] been positive for me. I have not done many ...  
but they’ve ways been well organised and well attended.’

Keith Milne, Aberdeen

Concerted 
work by club 
members 
meant that 
we had more 
of the general 
public 
coming than 
in previous 
years
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‘I love doing your fair up there [in Aberdeen]. There's a good 
friendly crowd of regulars. Yes the takings are a bit up and 
down from fair to fair, but I also buy bits and pieces around 
the room and chat to the other dealers and then we usually 
go for some � sh and chips in one of the north-east’s award-
winning shops on the way home and that’s good too.’

Richard Stenlake, Ochiltree, Ayrshire

‘I have felt that the fair at Broughty Ferry was good but with a 
small hall and few dealers did not attract many people. A more 
central location and bigger hall would be better, e.g. Dundee, 
Stirling, Dunfermline.’

Reg Campbell, Kirkcaldy, Fife

I place newspaper adverts for all of the events because their 
readers are a good demographic � t for postcard and stamp 
collectors. The adverts are also a good way to attract people with 
unwanted collections.

I am a journalist and worked on daily newspapers for many 
years but was sceptical at � rst about the wisdom of buying adverts. 
However, well after I inherited the Broughty Ferry fair from the late 
great David Hastings, the venue was on the verge of closing, and I put 
a paid notice in the Dundee Courier to shore up attendance. To my 
astonishment, attendance doubled. To make sure we had a decent 
turnout at the new venue, I placed another advert – and attendance 
went up nearly 50%. I have budgeted 
for an advert for every fair since. All 
the papers also run small news items.

The Montrose fairs are advertised 
in the Montrose Review. Thanks to 
amalgamation, the adverts go in the 
Brechin Advertiser and Forfar Dispatch
at no extra cost. Adverts for the 
Inverurie and Aberdeen fairs go in the 
Aberdeen Press and Journal.

While I’m not a big fan of social 
media, one of the dealers spends a 
good deal of time publicising the fairs 
through it. He has joined all the local 
history groups, with total membership 
of scores of thousands, and does a 
series of posts via the clubs’ Facebook 
pages before each event. This has brought in lots of new browsers, 
some of whom have become smitten by postcards and become 
regular customers.

‘We did it to help out, and we were quite prepared to not sell 
anything. But we cleared our table’s costs and a bit more, and 
we also had a good laugh.’

Fred Je� eries, Aberdeen Philatelic Society member

I get quite a few posters out by various means, including a copy 
for each area library. I send reminders to people on my mailing lists. 
The dates go on the Scottish and northern English fair bags printed 
by Fiona and Gareth Burgess and on listing sites such as the Scottish 
Philatelic Trade Association.

Finally, I make sure my � ngers are well and truly crossed.
And will attendance go up once the Covid-19 crisis is over? I 

wouldn’t bet a million pounds against it.

1 The Montrose fair at Hillside Village Hall rarely attracts a lot of 
visitors, but the dealers are usually satis  ed with the day. Photo: Brian 
Watt

The anatomy of a new fair
With care and patience, launching an event can be possible, 
especially with the backing of a local club. The Grampian 
Postcard Club wanted to do an annual fair, but it was during 
the economic recession of a decade ago and I advised they 
hold o� .

When the economy improved, we decided to give it a go 
and the � rst Grampian Postcard Club Fair (with stamps and 
coins) in July 2014 attracted a respectable 52 customers at 
a church hall in Inverurie, Aberdeenshire. However, quite a 
few serious collectors and club members were on holiday, 
and the dealers didn’t do all that well.

We decided to skip 2015 and relaunch the fair in March 
2016. Attendance increased to 71 and the dealers did 
better. The next year was somewhat disappointing, with a 
drop in attendance and so-so results for the dealers.

Then, in 2018, club members decided to move to 
the new Garioch Heritage Centre, a local history and 
community facility in a huge renovated rail building. 
Attendance rose to 68 and included more serious 
collectors, so the dealers were happier.

In 2019, the attendance rose to a record 72. This year 
we enjoyed an increase to 87 and the dealers were pleased 
even though their numbers had increased thanks to word of 
mouth. The fair, Britain’s northernmost stamp and postcard 
event, has plenty of potential to keep growing.

‘There has been a de� nite increase in attendees, many of 
whom I would say were new or casual postcard collectors or 
had a family history or local history interest in postcards.

‘I can only attribute this to the blanket publicity via 
Facebook to all the nostalgia sites in the north east and Angus 
areas and emails to all the local history groups that I have 
contact details for.

‘At a rough count this means details of fairs get to about 
15,000-plus people that might not know the fairs are taking 
place. Realistically, only a small proportion will be interested 
enough in postcards, stamps or coins to make the e� ort to 
attend, but even if it brings in an extra 25 people to each fair, 
it is worthwhile for about one hour’s work in posting on the 
various sites.’

Brian Watt, Newtonhill, Aberdeenshire

I place 
newspaper 
adverts for all 
of the events 
because 
their readers 
are a good 
demographic 
fi t for postcard 
and stamp 
collectors 
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Back in the 
Golden Age 

of picture 
postcards, 

Empire Day was 
a big thing, at 

a time when 
one-fi fth of the 

land mass of the 
globe belonged 

to Britain

When the Sun 
Never Set
In a wide-ranging column, Brian Lund begins by casting his 
experienced eye over postcards issued to celebrate Empire Day.

COMMONWEALTH Day was on 24 May, although 
the � xture is not a big one any more and is not too 
much celebrated in the streets of Britain. We made 
a big deal out of the 75th anniversary of VE Day but 
the Commonwealth? Until 1958, it was called Empire 
Day, but by then, we didn’t have much of an Empire. 
That lingers on, though, in the twice-yearly awarding 
of honours with titles that still include the word 
‘Empire’. Back in the Golden Age of picture postcards, 
Empire Day was a big thing, at a time when one-� fth 
of the land mass of the globe belonged to Britain. The 
British Empire had grown inexorably for the previous 
three centuries, through exploration and settlement, 
conquest, wars and annexations. It was so massive 
that in 1912 King George V was the monarch of over 
410 million people! 24 May was designated ‘Empire 
Day’ from 1902 – it was also Queen Victoria’s birth 
date – and schools and communities celebrated it, 
often with street processions and fetes. Postcards 
commemorating the occasion are not that easy to � nd, 
but one well-known national publishing � rm, Beagles, 
issued some 20 di� erent designs (1, 2, 3), while the 
other publisher who took an interest in Empire Day 
was F C Southwood. The cards produced were highly 
symbolic, carrying a range of patriotic symbols and 
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sentiments – people, animals, Britannia, monarchs 
– and convey the ‘togetherness’ message that found 
ful� lment in World War I, when soldiers from all over 
the world were sent to � ght for the ‘Motherland’ (4, 
5). Other cards can be found of local festivities (6).

The romance of train travel
THE Edwardian era was the age of railway romance 
in the wider sense (though plenty of comic postcards 
featured couples kissing in a tunnel break); journeys 
� lled with anticipation and excitement, travellers 
royally dressed and splendid steam engines in vibrant 
colours pulling trains with exotic carriages. Railway 
stations were attractive to postcard photographers 
and are among the most prized of all topographical 
cards. It is more unusual to � nd postcards of stations 
painted by artists; in fact, only London’s termini had 
the honour of entire postcard sets devoted to them. 
Three publishers were responsible for � ve sets of six 
that I consider are among the best of topographical 
postcard art. First in line was a series published 
by Locomotive Magazine, using an uncredited artist 
to show platform views with trains of Paddington, 
Liverpool Street, Euston, King’s Cross (7) and St 

1 E J Walker designed this postcard – no. 606N in the 
Beagles series (left)

2 Beagles postcard no. 606S, with the design credited to 
Walter Wilson (middle)

3 Women from 13 countries of the Empire feature on 
this Beagles postcard, no. 606M. It was posted in London 
on 23 May 1910 and sent to Paignton with the reminder 
‘Tomorrow will be Empire Day’ (above)
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Pancras, along with one more that 
I haven’t yet come across. Raphael 
Tuck (of course!) published two sets. 
Oilette 9279 featured Charing Cross, 
Paddington, King’s Cross, Waterloo 
(8), Euston and St Pancras, while 9383 
included exterior views of Moorgate 
Street, Broad Street and Liverpool 
Street, a station on the Central Tube 
line, London Bridge interior (9) and 
Marylebone. Again, no artist was 
credited. But the best sets of all, I feel, 
were published by Misch & Co. and 
showed o�  the paintings of Hermann 
Fleury. He worked principally for 
Gottschalk Dreyfus & Davis publishers and illustrated many of 
their ‘Star’ series postcards, but the railway station cards are truly 
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atmospheric. Despite a sometimes questionable sense 
of perspective, Fleury brought the platforms to life 
with fabulously dressed passengers, luggage, porters 
and lots of waving. Series 331 included Paddington 
(10), Euston, Liverpool Street, Kings Cross, Waterloo 
and St Pancras. Series 332 had two of both London 
Bridge and Victoria, along with Marylebone (11) and 
Charing Cross. All these sets are di�  cult to � nd, but 
very well-worth snapping up when you see any.

Nister’s beautiful postcards
AMONG the best picture postcards from the Golden Age were those 
watercolour paintings printed by a chromolithographic process that 
produced a beautiful � nish. The best exponents of this technique were 
German printers, and Ernest Nister of Nuremberg was one of the best 
of these. Nister published his own cards, but also printed postcards 

4 This design on Raphael Tuck ‘Oilette’ 
postcard 8726 appears with di� erent 
captions, but in this version, London is 
referred to as ‘the Empire’s City’. The 
reverse carries a patriotic message from 
Buckingham Palace dated 7 August 
1914, six days after the start of the war

5 Wildt & Kray postcard series 3261 was published in 
1914 and provides a solidarity message for countries 
of the Empire. The war, of course, was fought almost 
exclusively for European political motives, and countries 
outside that continent were dragged into a con� ict that 
did not serve their own national needs or interests

6 Empire Day street procession 
in Newport Pagnell

7 Locomotive Magazine series 5 featuring King’s Cross station 
(top left) 

8 Waterloo station from Raphael Tuck’s ‘Oilette’ series 9279 
(above)

9 Tuck ‘Oilette’ 9383 showing London Bridge station (bottom 
left)
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Lockdown souvenirs
PICTURE postcards a century ago recorded and commemorated 
local events, with cards of fairs and markets, celebrations and 
disasters, Royal visits and sporting events now valuable historical 
resources. Once newspapers began printing photographs of such 
occasions, the sales of these postcards diminished, although in the 
past half-century there have been spasmodic local and regional 
revivals of the genre. Following on the tradition of recording events 
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12 A Nister watercolour of Tilly Whim caves near Swanage (middle left)

13 Paris scene by Schmidt on a postcard sent from Paris to Margate in 
1905 (middle right)

14 One of the artist Carl Schmidt’s watercolours published by Nister 
showing a scene of Stuttgart (bottom left)

15 A Frank Richards painting of Poole Harbour on a card posted at 
Bournemouth in 1905 (bottom right)

10 The vibrancy of Fleury’s design is epitomised on this postcard of 
Paddington station from Misch & Co.’s series 331 (top left)

11 Marylebone, the London terminus of the newest route from the 
north, opened as recently as 1900, just a few years before Fleury 
painted this scene (top right)

for other publishers. At one time, 600 people were employed in his 
Nuremberg factories, and he expanded to set up o�  ces in London, 
from where some superb postcards were published (12). This month, 
I’m highlighting the paintings of Carl Schmidt and Frank Richards. 
Schmidt’s watercolours were used for a lovely London series, with 
views including Marble Arch, the Tower of London, the Houses of 
Parliament, the Royal Exchange, the Mansion House, Tower Bridge 
and the Embankment. Schmidt also featured views of Paris (13) and 
Stuttgart (14), while Frank Richards homed in on Dorset views (15).
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Brian Lund has over 40 years’ experience 
in the postcard hobby. He edited and 
published (along with his wife Mary) Picture 
Postcard Monthly from 1980–2015. The duo, 
as Refl ections of a Bygone Age, have also 
published many postcard-based books and 
organised postcard fairs in Nottingham since 
1982. Brian currently does a daily blog on the 
Refl ections of a Bygone Age Facebook page.

16 VE Day commemorations in Keyworth on the 75th anniversary 
(top left)

17 Keyworth lockdown postcard. I actually feature on this one, 
busking on the lawn! (top right)

18 Lockdown in Woolaston, Gloucestershire published by John 
Claydon (bottom left)

19 Southend-on-Sea during lockdown published by Mark Routh 
(bottom right)

via postcards, Re� ections of a Bygone Age published four postcards 
of the south Nottinghamshire village of Keyworth; two of the VE 
Day 75th anniversary and two of the village in lockdown (16, 17). 
These proved popular locally and with postcard collectors further 
a� eld. Re� ections was then asked to produce similar cards for the 
Gloucestershire village of Woolaston and the Essex seaside resort of 
Southend (18, 19). Hopefully, lots of these will be postally used; the 
necessary step in turning a photographic souvenir into a complete 
collector’s item.

Su� ragette postcards still the main attraction
THE votes for women theme continues to receive the thumbs-up from 
eBay internet bidders. The latest astonishing result was the £1938 paid 
for a superb real photographic card showing su� ragettes standing outside 
the su� rage shop at Weston-super-Mare, but other highlights were a 
su� ragette meeting at Whitchurch, Shropshire (£565), su� ragettes at 
Birmingham Town Hall in 1910 (£467) and a rally at Haverfordwest 
(£267). I should stress that these are outstanding examples, and many 

postcards on this theme are selling for less than £20, particularly some 
comic examples. Silks were prominent, too, with embroidered silks of the 
Essex Yeomanry and Worcestershire Hussars going for £311 and £315 
respectively, and a World War I Flames woven card of Ostende making 
£350. Escapologist Houdini on a photographic postcard was untied for 
£378 and a card of Apache chief Geronimo made £198. Railway station 
exteriors at Weaste (Manchester) and Stockwell sold for £257 and £129, 
but the most bizarre sale recently featured a postcard of the cemetery 
gates at Stapleford, Nottinghamshire, for which a collector paid £101.

Fair lockdown
THERE seems little prospect of any postcard or collectors’ fairs 
taking place in the near future, though events for September 
onwards are theoretically on the calendar. The government 
sanctioned the re-introduction of ‘craft fairs’ from 15 June, but 
indoor fairs can be crowded places with lots of interaction and 
handling of material. How can that take place in the current climate?
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Around the Rooms
As companies adapt to the changing restrictions required by Covid-19, philatelic auctions 
continue to be successfully held.

Postiljonen
ON 14–16 May, Postiljonen 
held their sale that had 
been postponed from early 
April (prices shown exclude 
buyers’ premium). The key 
item in the sale was the 
only known used block of 
the Denmark 2r.b.s. blue in 
existence (lot 167). It came 
from the top-left corner of 
the sheet and the left and 
top margins were probably 
trimmed by the postal clerk 
before the sale, as was usual. 
The block, from plate II 
of the Thiele printing, had fresh colour and was lightly cancelled. 
Featuring stamps from position 1–2 and 11–12, the cliché type 1–4 
block included the major variety with ‘foot of 2 nearly disjoined’. 
Hidden away for about a century in a childhood collection in north-
western Denmark before it � rst came on the market at an auction 
in 1985, it realised €50,000.

Another highlight from Denmark was a ‘pair’ of 2r.b.s. blues 
from the Ferslew printing (plate 1) (lot 158). Although separated, 
they came from positions 59 and 60 and could have originally 
formed a pair. While the two stamps matched each other by 
colour, burelage and position of the watermark, the distance 
between the stamps (width of margins) did not prove this 
conclusively. No. 59 had a substituted cliché, the � nest of only 
three recorded copies, while no. 60 had the well-known variety 
of the ‘disjointed foot of 2’, which was the only � awless copy of 
this variety. The pair realised €15,000.

An extremely beautiful 1c. carmine red from the Danish West 
Indies was o� ered as lot 386. It had been 
originally gummed in Copenhagen with white 
gum. With good-to-wide margins and a well-
placed mute cancel, it realised €2800.

The Swedish section saw a number of 
highlights. Lot 1074 was a very fresh and 
colourful 3 Skilling Banco in a rare blue green 
shade that had been cancelled ‘STOCKHOLM 
27.1 1857’. As most examples of this shade have 
been cancelled in Carlskrona during 1858, their use in other places 
is extremely rare. It realised €3000. A beautiful strip of three of the 
24 Skilling Banco in orangish red was the largest multiple recorded 
(lot 1105). With light and clear postmarks of ‘STOCKHOLM 29.12 
1857’, it realised €7000. A die proof of the 10ore in bluish green 
from the reign of King Oscar II was mounted on cardboard (lot 
1212). Superb and rare, it realised €4400. From the reign of Gustav 
V, a very beautiful 55ore light blue and very � ne 80ore black, each 
on a small piece and cancelled ‘VÄRNAMO 12.7 1918’, realised 
€4600 (lot 1238).

Amongst the o£  cial stamps, lot 1294 was a used and 
imperforate 1k. This was in the dull ultramarine blue and greyish 
brown shade and had been cancelled ‘STOCKHOLM C 21.10 1881’. 
One of only ten copies known in private hands, it realised €3800.

Mayfair
THE latest Mayfair public auction was held on Sunday 8 
March at Ling� eld Park Racecourse. Despite Covid-19 
hovering in the background and before social distancing 
measures had been introduced, the auction achieved 
sales approaching £350,000. Well over 100 bidders in the 
room competed with a strong book and (relatively new to 
Mayfair) online bidding.

There was strong demand for the several hundred ‘box’ lots 
and collections, with relatively few remaining unsold, whilst 
the Great Britain section performed strongly with plenty of 
highlights. Amongst these, an 1855 4d. rose (SG 66) in a � ne 
mint block of four sold for £2640 (lot 574). Two examples 
of the 1902 Edward VII 1½d. colour trial, in brown and pink, 
each realised £1200 (lots 675/76). A superb unmounted £1 
marginal Seahorse in the dull blue-green shade sold for £2400, 
while a � ne used 10s. pale blue De La Rue Seahorse corner 
marginal block of four sold for £1440 (lot 731).

The continued strength of the Commonwealth market 
was very much in evidence. A group of KUT high values sold 
particularly well – a mint 1922 £5 realised £1800 (lot 1005), 
a mint 1904 50r. fetched £1560 (lot 1000), while a 1897 50r. 
realised £1320 (lot 1011). The very scarce Bahamas 1938 
2½d. ‘printed double’ realised £3360 (lot 820). A superb 
unmounted Papua 1960 postage due with ‘Surcharge double’ 
realised £2520 (lot 1113) and a Sierra Leone 1897 (SG 67) 
went for £1320 (lot 1162).
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Spink
THE Great Britain Stamps and Postal History sale at Spink on 13 
May was held behind closed doors (prices shown exclude buyers’ 
premium). The highlight of the auction was a block of four (BI–CJ) 
from the 1840 2d. blues in a deep full-blue shade from plate 1 (lot 
696). The block had generally close-to-good margins but just touched 
and shaved on the side of BI. This highly desirable block was in a 
deep shade rarely encountered on plate 1 and in a remarkable state 
of preservation. This was re� ected in its selling price of £35,000, just 
above its starting price of £30,000.

Amongst the 1840 1d. blacks, lot 615 was from plate 1a (FF) 
and had close-to-large margins. In mint condition, it sold for £1400, 
nearly � ve times its starting price of £300.

From plate 5, there was an attractive block of four (PA–QB) with 
close-to-large margins that had been cancelled by very faint strikes 
of the red Maltese Cross (lot 654). The block had been scissor cut 
between PB and QB, and pressed creases and the margin at left had 
been repaired. It sold for £1600, from a starting price of £300.

A 2d. blue from plate 1 (OD) in a lighter shade had close-to-large 
margins (lot 706). In mint condition, it sold for £1800, more than 
ten times its starting price of £110. The very next lot was also from 
plate 1 but in a steel-blue (QJ). With small-to-good margins, its selling 
price of £2000 was considerably more than its estimate of £140. 
Also from plate 1 was an entire letter featuring a 2d. blue in a dark 
blue shade (AE), with part of the sheet margin at top and good to 
large margins on the other sides (lot 695). The stamp was tied by a 
red Maltese Cross in a brilliant carmine-vermilion shade. The letter 
was from Thomas Clarkson to Sir Thomas Buxton (both prominent 
members of the slave trade abolitionist movement) and featured a 
� ne engraving of Clarkson’s home in Playford Hall, Su� olk. From a 
starting price of £2100, it sold for £3200.

A 2d. blue from plate 2 (lot 713) was in a 
brighter shade cancelled by a double strike of a 
blue Maltese Cross. With margins that varied from 
just touching to large, this very scarce item sold for 
£3000, well up on its starting price of £400.

From the 1840 ‘VR’ O�  cials, lot 723 was a 
mint example from position BH. With generally 
good-to-large margins, it was in mint condition 
but had a light vertical crease. From a starting price of £1600, it 
eventually sold for £5200.

In the 1847–54 embossed issues, lot 788 was a horizontal pair of 
the 1s. green from die 1. This mint pair, with close-to-good margins, 
although touched or cut into in a few places, sold for £2500, more 
than four times their estimate of £600.

Among the 1867–83 surface-printed high values, lot 843 was a 
mint £5 orange on white paper with the Anchor watermark. From 
position BF, it was centred fractionally to the right but was in a fresh 
colour. It sold for £7000, from a starting price £6000.

A plate 2 £1 green (TA) in mint 
condition from the 1887–1900 Jubilee 
issue featured the broken frame variety 
(lot 898). Coming from the lower-left 
corner of the sheet, it sold for £4200, 
just above its starting price of £4000.

The auction included a large 
selection of Seahorses from the reign of 
King George V. Lot 957 was a 10s. blue 
from the 1915 De La Rue printing. This 
mint example came from the lower-left 
corner and was well centred with good 
perfs. It sold for £1400, considerably 
more than its starting price of £400. A 
mint right-margin pair from the same 
printing sold for £2000, which was 
exactly double their estimate (lot 971). 
A block of four of the 10s. pale blue 
also from that printing sold for £2600, 
well above its starting price of £1500 
(lot 964).

The much-publicised King George 
V 1935 Silver Jubilee 2½d. Prussian 
blue error of colour was one of the 
highlights of the entire auction (lot 
986). This mint example sold for £7000, 
just over double its estimate of £3200.

From Bechuanaland, there was a 
mint upper-right corner vertical strip 
of � ve of the 2½c. on 2d. red-brown 
(type II) (lot 534). What made the strip 
interesting was the fact the surcharge 
was grossly misplaced, with the top 
stamp without surcharge, the other 
stamps with surcharge at top – the 
rarest of all the surcharge varieties. The 
selling price of £12,000 was above its 
starting price of £10,000.

Spink’s sale of the Lugano Collection 
of Venezuela (conducted behind closed 
doors on 29 April) included the two 
most important items of Venezuelan 
philately. Both of which are believed to 
have once been in the Ferrari collection. 
The � rst was the 1859 ½r. red error of 
colour from the � ne printing (lot 1004). 
Known as the ‘Medio Real’ red, the ½r. 
stamps were usually printed in yellow or 
orange shades, with the 2r. value printed 
in red. In a very � ne condition, the 
stamp had excellent margins all around 

and clearly showed the frame lines. It came from position 37 on the 
sheet and featured a clean strike of a ‘Correos/ Dic 9/La Guaira’ 
double-circle cancel in blue. The stamp was the most signi� cant 
item in the famous collection of Venezuela formed by H R Harmer 
mainly before World War II period and exhibited by him at the 1950 
London International Stamp Exhibition. This extraordinary unique 
� rst issue � ne printing sold for €180,000, just below its starting price 
of €200,000.

The mint 1861 ½r. red error of colour from the 1861 second 
coarse printing was o� ered as lot 1048. It featured uniformly 
balanced margins that were large on three sides and ample at right, 
with its vivid colour clearly exhibiting the error. One of the two most 
important items, along with the other error of colour, of Venezuelan 
philately, it sold for €130,000, from a starting price of €150,000.
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also from that printing sold for £2600, 
well above its starting price of £1500 
(lot 964).

V 1935 Silver Jubilee 2½d. Prussian 
blue error of colour was one of the 
highlights of the entire auction (lot 
986). This mint example sold for £7000, 
just over double its estimate of £3200.

mint upper-right corner vertical strip 
of � ve of the 2½c. on 2d. red-brown 
(type II) (lot 534). What made the strip 
interesting was the fact the surcharge 
was grossly misplaced, with the top 
stamp without surcharge, the other 
stamps with surcharge at top – the 
rarest of all the surcharge varieties. The 
selling price of £12,000 was above its 
starting price of £10,000.

of Venezuela (conducted behind closed 
doors on 29 April) included the two 
most important items of Venezuelan 
philately. Both of which are believed to 
have once been in the Ferrari collection. 
The � rst was the 1859 ½r. red error of 
colour from the � ne printing (lot 1004). 
Known as the ‘Medio Real’ red, the ½r. 
stamps were usually printed in yellow or 
orange shades, with the 2r. value printed 
in red. In a very � ne condition, the 
stamp had excellent margins all around 
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Raritan
RARITAN of New Jersey, USA, held an auction of 1419 lots on 29–30 
May that featured US and British Commonwealth items, a strong People’s 
Republic of China Collection and valuable Eastern and Western European 
material. All prices shown exclude buyers’ premium.

A 1962 $3 souvenir sheet of Mei Lan-fang in the opera Drunken Beauty in 
bold, fresh colours and premium condition realised $12,000 (lot 264).

There were two particular highlights from the RSFSR issues of 1918–23. 
Lot 646 was a very � ne and extremely rare 1918 ‘Sword Breaking Chain’ 
imperforated die proof of the unissued 1k. in green value. Printed on thin 
card, this was ex-Faberge and realised $6500. A very � ne and rare die proof 
of the 1r. in brown orange of the � rst RSFSR de� nitive issue from 1921 
realised $5500 (lot 648).

From Soviet Union Postage Stamps and Postal History of 1923–41, there 
was a set of two horizontal gutter pairs from the 1926 Esperanto Congress 
set (lot 735). These were of the 7k. blue green and red, and the 14k. blue 
green and violet values. Very � ne and extremely rare, they realised $4000. In 
the same section, a very � ne vertical imperforated strip of four of the 40k. 

violet value of the 1937 Architectural Projects set realised $3500 (lot 793).
Amongst the Russian air post stamps and covers was a 1923 5r. green Fokker F-III of the wide ‘5’ variety on thin 

paper (lot 1133). As only 50 stamps were printed (25 on thin and 25 on ordinary paper), it is a great worldwide 
airmail rarity and realised $14,000.

Cavendish
A Worldwide and Great Britain auction held at Cavendish on 3–4 June was conducted under the restrictions imposed by the coronavirus 
pandemic. Despite these limitations, some great results were achieved  (prices shown exclude buyers’ premium).

From Iran/Persia, the auction included unmounted mint blocks of six (3×2) of the 12c. on 1k. and 24c. on 1k. from the Kermanshah 
surcharge issue (lot 2489). Dating from January 1917, they realised £2200, which was considerably more than their estimate of £1800.

From the Sudan section, a 1m. brown and pink army o   cial (A2 type) with quatrefoil watermark realised its 
estimate of £1600 (lot 2646).

A rare second day cover (7 May 1840) from the 1d. black section had been used in London and tied by two 
Maltese Cross strikes in red (lot 2708). The Penny Black, from plate 2 and position IE, was in a � ne condition and 
had four margins. The cover also featured a ‘PAID’ tombstone and ‘8 NT’ night-duty datestamps, both for 7 May, 
plus an ‘Albany Street/1 py P Paid’ at top right. From an estimate of £1200, it realised £3800.

An 1840 1d. black (SJ) from plate 4 with an inverted watermark realised £1000, almost double its estimate of 
£600 (lot 2832). Lot 2895 was greyish black example from plate 11 (NB) matched with a red example. Both were 
very � ne with four margins. Its realisation of £1400 was more than its £1000 estimate.

In the 1841 1d. reds, a cover from 26 May 1842 featured a 1d. red (QJ) from plate 20 tied with a very � ne 
strike of the solid centre Maltese Cross known to be used in Welshpool in 
1841–42 (lot 2947). This clean and attractive cover, featuring a Welshpool c.d.s. 
on the back, realised £1000, double its estimate of £500.

Among the 1841 2d. blues, lot 2965 was a � ne plate 3 pair with full margins 
and the blue Maltese Cross cancel. They realised £1500, which was just over their 
estimate of £1200.

From the Geo�  Haslam collection of Manchester, lot 3301 was a 17 November 
1857 cover with a 1d. Red ‘Stars’ tied by a mainly very � ne strike of the extremely 
rare ‘MANCHESTER/498’ ‘French Machine’ Sideways Duplex with ‘R’ code. As it 
was in use for 12 days, only a handful on or o�  cover are known. In 30-plus years, 
Cavendish have only seen four examples, of which two were on piece. This very 
rare duplex was estimated at £2000 but realised £3400.
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Cherrystone
CHERRYSTONE’S Rare Stamps and Postal History of the World 
sale on 12 May included an important collection of Great Britain 
and Commonwealth, as well as inverted centres of the world, 
postal history of the French colonies, Poland and Russia, and 
rarities from Japan and Korea. The next day saw the Hawkins 
Collection of European Colonies sale. The Belgian Congo, the 
colonies of Germany, the Netherlands, Portugal and the Italian 
colonies in North Africa all featured. In addition, there was a 
substantial selection of Spanish colonial possessions. All prices 
shown include buyers’ premium.

One of the auction highlights was from 
the Russian section. This was an 1856 10k. 
essay on thin card produced for Russia’s 
� rst stamp in the unadopted circular design 
(lot 1631). In blue with a grey background, 
this beautifully engraved essay, featuring 
an embossed Eagle, realised $14,000. Also 
from Russia was a mint souvenir sheet of 
four from the 1932 Philatelic Exhibition in 
Moscow (lot 1647). One of only 475 printed, it realised $4750.

A highlight from the People’s Republic of China was a single and 
two se-tenant strips of � ve of the 1967 Thoughts of Mao Tse-tung 
issue (lot 1041). Of exceptional quality, their realisation of $4250 
was almost their catalogue value of $4825. A very � ne strip of � ve 
of the 1968 Directives of Chairman Mao realised $4750 (lot 1043).

From Japan, a very rare mint 1874 20s. red violet on native wove 
paper realised $8000 (lot 1534).

From North Korea, an extremely rare selection of 34 di� erent 
imperforate die proofs on wove paper dating from 1946–53 
realised $14,000 (lot 1536).

An interesting item from St Helena was a set of four of the 
unauthorised 1961 Tristan Relief Surcharges (lot 1406). Following 
volcanic activity on Tristan da Cunha in October 1961, these were 
produced by the island of St Helena in order to raise relief funds. 
As the island’s governor was unorthorised to create new stamps, 
they were withdrawn after only one week. They are now among 
the rarest of modern stamps, with only 434 sets sold. Well centred 
and very � ne, they realised $5250.

A set of three Polish locals from Warwiszki in 50m, 100m and 
200m values overprinted ‘SAMORZAD WARWISZKI’ dated from 
1923 (lot 1617). Only 200 were issued and these three in � ne to 
very � ne condition realised $3250.

A mint ½t. blue 1860 Cross of Savoy from Naples was a 
highlight from the Italian States (lot 1508). From position 69 and 

with margins all around, it was in mint condition with good colour 
and realised $8500.

From the Italian o�  ces in China was a 1918 ‘2 DOLLARI Pechino’ 
on 5l. blue and rose from Peking (local surcharge type II). This well-
centred rarity from Italian China, one of only 15 recorded examples, 
sold for $29,000 (lot 1515). In the Italian colonies section, there 
was a 1939 5c. brown from the Libya parcel post (lot 2029). One of 
only a few sound examples recorded, it realised $6750. From Italian 
East Africa, a set of the four unissued values, 10c. red-brown, 50c. 
lilac, 75c. rose-carmine and 1l.25 ultramarine, from the 1941 Axis 
Commemoration set realised $3000 (lot 2023).

A rare 1900 80pf. lake and black on rose was a highlight from the 
German post o�  ces in China (Tientsin issue) (lot 2010). Although 
it had slightly irregular perforations at left, it was still very � ne and 
realised $3000.

From the Philippines, a rare mint 1855 5c. vermilion, with margins 
all around, realised $4500 (lot 2048). A complete set of six 1899 
stamps of the Philippines handstamped ‘Marianas Espanoles’ was 
o� ered in the Spanish colonies section (lot 2091). One of only 50, 
the set realised $7000.

A mint imperforate 1868 10r. yellow from the Portuguese colony 
of the Azores realised $7500 (lot 2055).

Three very � ne values from the Spanish Guinea issue of 1909 
featuring the ‘HABILATADO PARA CORREOS 10 cen de peseta’ 
overprint were each one of only 25 issued. A 10c. on 50p. brown 
lilac realised $3250 (lot 2109), a 10c. on 75p. carmine realised $3750 
(lot 2110) and a 10c on 100p orange value realised $3500 (lot 2111).

Invitation to auction houses
If you would like your auction results to be considered for 
inclusion in this monthly feature, please send a brief illustrated 
report of your sale's highlights to the editor 
(aboyd@philatelicexporter.com).
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Philatelic Exporter’s book reviewer, David Rennie, takes a look at the 
latest books and catalogues from leading publishers. His long philatelic 
experience as an author and auctioneer, as well as being an active 
collector, make him ideally suited to cast his eye over the latest releases.

New Books

MICHEL KATALOG: 
IBERIAN PENINSULAR 2020 
VOLUME 4 (105TH EDITION)

Publisher: Schwaneberger Verlag GMBH
Address: Industriestraße 1, 
82110 Germering, 
Germany
www.michel.de
ISBN: 978-3-95402-334-9
Price: €49.80/£49.80

THIS is the second part of the old Part 2 and 
contains Spanish Andorra (to January 2020), 
Portugal (to December 2019), with the Azores 
(to June 2019) and Madeira (to January 2020), 
and Spain (to January 2020), including the 
Carlist Posts, the 1937–38 Civil War issues and 
the earlier Post O�  ces in Morocco, but it does 
not now include Gibraltar, which will appear in 
Mediterranean Volume 9.

As in Volume 3, a review of prices has been 
undertaken, but again there are no changes in 
the year collections, which are, of course, for 

basic stamps in � ne condition. The publisher 
makes the point that above this quality, prices 
depend very much on the individual stamp, 
both for its condition, the brightness of the 
colour, the quality of the gum, but above all, for 
the centring of the design and attractiveness of 
the postmark, etc.

As an example, it illustrates a typical o� -
centre 1928 Andorra 1p. (Mi 10), where the 
used price is now higher than the mint (€280 
against €250) and a well-centred copy will 
command a premium.

As in Volume 3, more cross-references have 
been provided and editorial notes updated. All 
the usual categories of stamps are included, as 
well as the earlier overprinted issues for the 
Azores and Madeira.

The usual section detailing expertisation 
appears in this volume, as does the list of 
dealers. This is a � ne hardcover lie-� at volume 
with 798 pages in full colour throughout, except 
for the Spanish Civil War issues, which are 
still black and white. There are now over 8600 
colour illustrations and 39,500 priced items.

MICHEL KATALOG: OVERSEAS VOLUME 3.1, 
SOUTH AMERICA 2020 (A–J) 
(41ST EDITION)

Publisher: Schwaneberger Verlag GMBH
Address: Industriestraße 1, 
82110 Germering, Germany
www.michel.de
ISBN: 978-3-95402-305-9
Price: €89/£89

I last reviewed this title online in January 2017, 
when most countries included issues to 2015–16. 
The latest issues in this edition are: Argentina, 
Brazil and Guyana (now 9600-plus main numbers) 
to December 2019; Bolivia to 2018; Chile to 
November 2019; and Ecuador to the May 2019 
Birds and Pond-life sets.

The publisher comments that this is the � rst 
title produced by its editorial team during the 
German lockdown period, when many collectors 
will have been spending more time on their 
collections. A buoyant market is expected as 
things get back to some normality with collectors 
wanting to get up to date, so price changes re� ect 
this situation.

In 2018, the Bolivian Post O�  ce Ecobol � led 
for bankruptcy and all post o�  ces were closed. 
However, near the end of 2018, a new company 
was established and all stamps received a special 
handstamp to con� rm their legitimacy. It is still 
not known how many and which former Bolivian 
issues have been reused in this way. The precise 
values cannot be appraised; however, based on 
the market developments, MICHEL were able to 
record estimates that are double or triple their 
original values in this new edition.

Other areas receiving close scrutiny include 
customisable stamps of Brazil and ‘France Libre’ 
overprints of French Guiana. In Guyana, the 
publisher has provided a nominal value in an extra 
column for cancelled to order (c.t.o) stamps where 
these were available between 1988 and 1993, 
usually 10c. There are also some newly discovered 
overprints in this country.

About 80 pages are required for all the new 
issues, and this � ne lie-� at hardcover volume, with 
two place marker tapes, is priced accordingly. 
There are over 17,000 illustrations, almost all 
in colour on the 1150 pages, which also include 
two useful maps. Part 2 will be published in the 
autumn. There is also a full country index.

...more cross-
references have been 
provided and editorial 
notes updated 

A buoyant market 
is expected as 
things get back to 
some normality
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THE POSTAL HISTORY OF SPANISH 
NEW ORLEANS

Author: Yamil H Kouri Jr
Publisher: Stuart Rossiter Trust Fund
www.rossitertrust.com
ISBN: 0-9530004-9-4
Price: Contact John Jackson 
(john.w.jackson@care4free.net) to 
order at the special price of £22 
plus postage and packing

ALTHOUGH this title was published some 
time ago, the author has recently been given 
the honour of signing the Roll of Distinguished 
Philatelists, and the publisher has reissued it at 
the special reduced price or £22 (the previous 
price was £38.50).

Subtitled ‘A Study of the Development of
Mail Service and Postal Communications to and 
from New Orleans during the Spanish Period 
1763–1804, it is, indeed, a comprehensive 
study. It includes the inner workings of the 
mail system, postal markings, rates, ships and 
covers. The seven chapters are: Historical 
Background; Spanish Mail System; Postal 
Markings; Postal Rates; Covers; Ships; and 
Transition to the US Administration.

Each chapter is divided into numerous sub-
sections, which include, for example, Discovery 
and Colonisation; Louisiana Purchase; the French 
Rebellion of 1768; Postmasters (with more 
details in the Appendix); British Mail; Privately 
Carried Mail; and US Mail Transit Through 
Spanish Territory. The Appendix also includes 
Income and Expense, and Annual Reports and 
Accounts for almost every year from 1766–
1804, and lists of Post O  ce Box Rentals for 
the years 1791, 1797, 1798 and 1799.

The postal history of the Spanish period 
re� ects the political and military struggle for 
control of this strategically and commercially 
important region between the three major 
European powers. Extant material is very 
scarce, so the large number of covers illustrated 
re� ects the author’s diligence in sourcing them 
from wherever he could. In addition, there are 
numerous tables, maps and other documents to 
provide the collector with an enormous amount 
of information all in one volume.

The whole is a large 320-page, card-cover 
volume with black and white illustrations, 
and it includes an extensive Bibliography and 
comprehensive Index. Details of the Stuart 
Rossiter Trust Fund and its books and other 
publications available are given.

STEMPEL VERSTEHEN 
(UNDERSTANDING POSTMARKS): 
TYPES OF POSTMARK, TIPS AND 
DEFINITION OF VALUE 
(1ST EDITION)

Author: Oskar Klan
Publisher: Schwaneberger Verlag GMBH
Address: Industriestraße 1, 
82110 Germering, 
Germany
www.michel.de
ISBN: 9-783-95402-252-6
Price: €49.80/£49.80

ALMOST all issued stamps will exist as used 
copies, with cancellations or postmarks, which 
sometimes greatly a� ect the value of the stamp. 
This new MICHEL title Understanding Postmarks
describes what you need to look for in the huge 
range to identify a postmark that increases the 
value of the stamp. Think coloured Maltese 
Crosses on Great Britain 1d. blacks or paquebot 
cancellations from around the world.

The � rst cancellations were used primarily 
to prevent the re-use of stamps but dated 
postmarks on letters preceded these by several 
centuries. The inclusion of town and date 
stamps became a means of tracing the passage 
of a letter throughout the postal system and 
any events in its journey that interfered with the 
norm. Thus, postmarks are the essential tool 

of the postal history collector, but these and 
cancellations are also of interest to the stamp 
collector and philatelist.

This book sets out to provide the basic 
information needed to understand postmarks. 
It contains a summary history of postmarks, 
presents the materials and technology of 
postmark tools and it then discusses the 
multitude of postmark shapes and types, as well 
as the di� erent functions of postmarks in much 
more detail. 

Lots of practical examples and illustrations 
show what the various postmarks and other 
marks tell us. The book does not focus solely 
on German postmarks but also includes many 
international samples.

Oskar Klan, MICHEL Editor-in-Chief, provides 
detailed yet compact expert knowledge and 
considers, for example, whether an issue has been 
postmarked in a way that increases or decreases 
its value. Some chapter headings include: 
Postmark Materials, Postmark Colours, Postmark 
Implements and Equipment; The Di� erent Types 
and Tasks of Postmarks; Postmarks for Special 
Kinds of Mail Transport; Instructional Postmarks; 
and Non-postal Postmarks.

It is a nicely produced 136-page paperback, 
but the text is entirely in German, which needs 
a good reading knowledge by the reader.

There is a useful Bibliography, but I fear the 
cover price is unreasonably high for a relatively 
slim volume.

...describes what 
you need to look 
for in the huge 
range to identify 
a postmark

...the large number 
of covers illustrated 
refl ects the 
author’s diligence 
in sourcing them
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ANDORRA (FRENCH)

18 May, Ancient Postal 
Routes (Europa), €1.40.

ANDORRA 
(SPANISH)

29 May, 50 Years of 
Women’s Su�rage, €3.80.

ARMENIA

26 May, De nitives – Van 
Kingdom, 10d., 50d., 70d., 
100d., 120d., 230d., 330d.

AUSTRIA

8 May, Ancient Postal 
Routes (Europa), €1. 
23 May, 800 Years 
Freistadt, 85c.

AZORES

21 May, Azores Self-
adhesive, 4×E20g. 
25 May, Ancient Postal 
Routes (Europa), 86c.

BELARUS

20 May, 550th Anniversary 
of Appearance of the 
Zhirovichi Icon of Mother 
of God, souvenir sheet, 5r.

BELGIUM

16 March, Jan Van Eyck, 
miniature sheet, 5×2; 
King Philippe is 60 Years 
Old, souvenir sheet 10×1; 
Winning Belgium – The 
History of Pigeon Racing, 
miniature sheet, 5×1; 75 
Years of United Nations, 
souvenir sheet, 5×1; 
Common Goldeneye, 
sheet, 10×AR.

BOSNIA AND 
HERZEGOVINA

22 May, Myths and Flora 
2020 – Goddess of Spring 
Vesna and the Dandelion 
(Taraxacum), 5m.

BRAZIL

26 May, Diplomatic 
Relations with Czech 

Republic and Slovakia, 
2r.25.

CANADA

7 May, Group of Seven, 
7×domestic. 
20 May, History of Radio, 
domestic.

COLUMBIA

20 March, Risaralda – A 
Model of Biodiversity 
Conservation, 10×500p. 
29 May, Leonardo da Vinci 
500 Years Since Death 
1519–2019, 500p.

CROATIA

8 May, Ancient Postal 
Routes (Europa), 2×8k.60. 
20 May, 800 Years of 
Novigrad, 3k.10. 
27 May, 1600th 
Anniversary of Death of 
Saint Jerome, 10k. 
28 May, Republic of 
Croatia’s 30th Statehood 
Day 3k.10.

DENMARK

11 May, 100 Years Since 
Reuni cation, 2×30k.; 
Ancient Postal Routes 
(Europa), 30k., 2×30k.

ESTONIA

14 May, Ancient Postal 
Routes (Europa), 2×€1.90. 
26 May, De nitive, 5c., 
25c. 90c.; Flag, €1.90.

FRANCE

11 May, Ancient Postal 
Routes (Europa), €1.40. 
18 May, The French Red 
Cross – Robert Delaunay, 
10×lettre verte. 
25 May, Tercentenary of 
French Hydrography – 
International, miniature 
sheet 2×€1.40.

GREAT BRITAIN

9 July, Queen, 4×1st, 
4×£1.63. 
30 July, Palace of 

Westminster, 3x1st, 
3x£1.68

GREECE

21 May, Anniversaries, 
10c., 90c., €1, €2.

HUNGARY

11 May, 150th 
Anniversary of Buda 
Castle Funicular, 590fo.; 
50th Anniversary of 
Zugliget Chairlift, 540fo.

ISLE OF MAN

25 June, Snaefell 
Mountain Railway – 125th 
Anniversary, 1st, EU, L, 
RoW, £1.82, £1.92.

ITALY

21 May, Lapis and A¨ni 
Factory (FILA), €1.10. 
24 May, 120th 
Anniversary of Birth of 
Eduardo de Filippo, €1.10. 
25 May, Bruno Ielo, €1.10. 
30 May, Centenary of 
Foundation of Cagliari 
Calcio S.p.A, €1.10.

JERSEY

9 July, Harry Vardon, 54p, 
70p, 84p, 88p, £1.05, £1.18.

KAZAKHSTAN

4 May, 175 Years Since 
Birth of Abay Kunanbayev, 
310t. 
6 May, 125 Years Since 
Birth of S Y Begalina, 50t. 
12 May, Kazakhstan Fish – 
Alosa kessleri volgensis, 5t. 
18 May, Kazakhstan Fish – 
Salmo trutta caspius, 10t. 
25 May, Kazakhstan Fish – 
Hucho taimen (Taimen), 20t.

LATVIA

29 May, International Year 
of Plant Health, €2.25.

MADEIRA

25 May, Ancient Postal 
Routes (Europa), 86c.

MONGOLIA

1 May, 180th Anniversary 
of the Penny Black, 
overprint, 200t., 1300t.

MONTENEGRO

9 May, Ancient Postal 
Routes (Europa), 95c. 
27 May, Nature 
Protection – Biogradska 
Gora National Park, 50c.

NAMIBIA

20 February, Namibia 
Squirrels, registered mail, 
postcard rate, inland 
registered mail. 
2 April, Namibia 
Woodpeckers, standard 
mail, zone B, postcard 
rate, inland registered mail, 
registered mail.

NETHERLANDS

11 May, For Any Time, 
miniature sheet 6×1; 
Ancient Postal Routes 
(Europa), souvenir sheet, 
6×1.

NEW ZEALAND

20 May, New Zealand 
Bear Hunt, miniature 
sheet, 3×$2.60, 3×$1.30.

Niue 
16 April, Weaving 2020, 
30c., $1.40, $2, $4.

Tokelau 
16 April, Weaving 2020, 
45c, $1.40, $2, $3.

POLAND

7 May, Flowers and Fruits, 
8z.40. 
13 May, 100th Birth 
Anniversary Saint John 
Paul II (joint issue with 
Slovakia), 5z. 
16 May, Patrons of 
Poland, 3z.30; 100th 
Anniversary of Birth of 
Leopold Tyrmand, 3z30. 
29 May, Mother of God of 
Kędzierzyn-Koźle, 3z.30. 
30 May, Polish Landscape 

and Horse – Ludwik 
Maciąg, 3z30; 100th 
Anniversary of Founding 
of Jagiellonia Białystok, 
3z30; 100th Anniversary 
of Polish Army Museum, 
3z.30; Safe Passage – 
Barrier to Risk, 30g.

PORTUGAL

25 May, Ancient Postal 
Routes (Europa), 86c. 
28 May, 75 Years of TAP 
Air Portugal, 53c., 91c.; 
Festivals and Pilgrimages, 
4×53c.

ROMANIA

14 May, Romanian Orders 
and Medals, 3l.30, 5l., 
8l.50, 12l. 
18 May, Centenary of 
Birth of Saint John Paul II, 
8l.50, 29l. 
22 May, Pheasants, 1l.90, 
5l., 8l.50, 12l.

RUSSIA

15 May, 150th Birth 
Anniversary of Aleksander 
N Benois (painter), 2×50r. 
22 May, 75th Anniversary 
of the United Nations 
Organization, 48r. 
26 May, 275th Birth 
Anniversary of Admiral 
Fyodor F Ushakov (naval 
commander), 50r.; 
Contemporary Art of 
Russia series – 75th 
Anniversary of Victory in 
the Great Patriotic War, 
4×57r.; Rating stamps, 
23r., 54r. 
27 May, 100th 
Anniversary of Republic 
of Tatarstan, overprinted 
2015 issue, miniature 
sheet 100r. 
28 May, Poet Sergei A 
Esenin, 54r.

SAN MARINO

24 March, Animals, 10c., 
50c., 70c., €2.20; Ancient 
Postal Routes (Europa), 
€1.10, €1.15; Centenary 
of Birth of Federico Fellini, 
€1.10; 93rd National 

New and recent stamp issues based on information received from postal authorities and/or their agents. In the light 
of the current situation, some release dates are liable to change.
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Alpini Assembly, Rimini, 
miniature sheet, 2×€2.50; 
500th Anniversary of 
the Death of Ra� aello, 
miniature sheet, €3.30.
26 March, Environmental 
Sustainability, souvenir 
sheet, €2.50.

SERBIA

19 May, Tourism, 81d.

SINGAPORE

11 May, Singapore Flowers. 
2×local, 2×70c., $1.40.

SLOVAKIA

30 April, Ancient Postal 
Routes (Europa), €1.20.
13 May, Maximilián Hell 
(1720–92), 65c.
18 May, 100th 
Anniversary of Birth of 
Pope John Paul II (joint 
issue with Poland), €1.70.

SPAIN

14 May, Ancient Postal 
Routes (Europa), souvenir 
sheet B; 150th Anniversary 
of the Spanish National 
Geographic Institute, €2; 
Charity Stamp – WWF 
Protection of Nature, 
souvenir sheet €1.45; 
75th Anniversary of 
Decree Creating National 
Identi� cation Document 
(DNI), €2; World Autism 
Awareness Day, €1; 12 
Stamps, 12 Months – 
Castelló/Castellón, A.
29 May, 90th Anniversary 
of Treasury Orphans 
School, 65c.; Minerals – 
Jet, souvenir sheet A.; 
12 Months, 12 Stamps – 
Ciudad Real, A.

TUNISIA

12 May, International Year 
of Plant Health, 75d.

UKRAINE

29 May, Advanced, 9h.

URAGUAY

13 May, Fashion, $25, $70; 
National Coronavirus Plan, 
$25.

USA

13 May, American 
Gardens, 10×55c.
21 May, Voices of Harlem 
Renaissance, 4×55c.

Andorra (French): 
Ancient Postal Routes 
(Europa)

Canada: History of 
Radio

France: Ancient Postal 
Routes (Europa)

Hungary: 150th 
Anniversary of Buda 
Castle Funicular

Isle of Man: 
Snaefell Mountain 
Railway – 125th 
Anniversary

Italy: 120th 
Anniversary of 
Birth of Eduardo 
de Filippo

Jersey: Harry 
Vardon

Latvia: International 
Year of Plant Health

Poland: 100th 
Anniversary 
of Founding 
of Jagiellonia 
Białystok

San Marino: 
Animals

USA: Voices of Harlem 
Renaissance
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BRIAN REEVE
STAMP AUCTIONS

REGULAR PUBLIC AUCTIONS IN LONDON AT OUR PREMISES

ALL WORLD SALES
INCLUDING MANY LOTS TOTALLY UNRESERVED

SALE ON 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON

AT 2.00
26th August 2020

BRIAN REEVE STAMP AUCTIONS
2 COLLEGE FIELDS, PRINCE GEORGE’S ROAD, LONDON SW19 2PT 
Tel: 020 8672 6702 Fax 020 8682 2752 

www.brian-reeve.com 
brian@brian-reeve-auctions.com 

Live Internet bidding – see website for details

We are always searching for new material for our auctions  
– to sell on consignment or purchase outright.  

Dealer’s stocks, collections, better single items, etc. always wanted.

Our May 27th auction had 1055 lots, mostly unreserved  
& many very bulky. Every one of these lots had either  

a video or picture online.
We will do the same again for the August sale  
so that every lot will be fully viewable online.

STANLEY GIBBONS   
399 Strand  | London  |  WC2R 0LX

www.stanleygibbons.com

The quest for completion 

To receive a copy of our new  
Spring catalogue call 01425 472 363  
or email orders@stanleygibbons.com

For all trade enquiries please contact 
Kerry on 01425 481 048.

is never-ending

@StanleyGibbons /StanleyGibbonsGroup @StanleyGibbons 

STANLEY GIBBONS  | 399 Strand  | London  |  WC2R 0LX
www.stanleygibbons.com/auctions

@StanleyGibbons /StanleyGibbonsGroup @StanleyGibbons 

To receive our catalogues  
or to discuss the sale of your stamps contact  

Tel: 020 7836 8444  
or email: auctions@stanleygibbons.com

L E A D I N G  P H I L A T E L I C  A U C T I O N E E R S  S I N C E  1 9 0 1

N O W  C O N S I G N I N G  M AT E R I A L 

TO  O U R  N E X T  S A L E
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JULY

1 WARWICK & WARWICK
Court House, Jury Street, 
Warwick CV34 4EW

2 SPINK
67–69 Southampton Row, 
Bloomsbury, London 
WC1B 4ET (online)

2/4 FELZMANN
Immermannstraße 51, 
40210 Düsseldorf, Germany

7 UNIVERSAL
4 The Old Coalyard, West 
End, Northleach GL54 
3HE (postal)

8 AJH STAMPS
Dunkenhalgh Hotel and 
Spa, Clayton-le-Moors, 
Lancs BB5 5JP

8 VANCE
PO Box 267, Smithville, 
Ontario, Canada L0R 2A0

10 MAYFAIR
Vintage House, 
37 Albert Embankment, 
Lambeth, London SE1 7TL

11 SOUTH WEST
Rydon Building, Toby 
Carvery, Rydon Lane, 
Exeter EX2 7HL

13 PLUMRIDGE
Sunbury Cricket Club, 
Lower Hampton Road, 
Sunbury-on-Thames 
TW16 5PS

13/16 SPINK
67–69 Southampton Row, 
Bloomsbury, London 
WC1B 4ET

15/16 JAMES
5 Norwich St, Fakenham 
NR21 9AF

16 BRIAN REEVE
2 College Fields, Prince 
Georges Road, London 
SW19 2PT (postal f.d.c.s)

17/18 GROSVENOR
399–401 Strand, London 
WC2R 0LT

24 DE MONTFORT
PO Box 6, Thurnby 
Leicester LE7 9ZU (postal)

25 AVH
Girl Guide Hut, Hatch 
End, Pinner, Middlesex 
HA5 4SE (postal)

29/30 STANLEY GIBBONS
399 Strand, London, 
WC2R 0LX

AUGUST

1 SOMERSET
Hill Farm, Hemyock, 
Cullompton EX15 3UZ

5 WARWICK & WARWICK
Court House, Jury Street, 
Warwick CV34 4EW

6/7 H R HARMER
45 Rockefeller Plaza, 630 

Fifth Avenue, Suite 2607, 
New York, NY 10111

8 BIL
Community Centre, Fen 
Road, Washingborough,
Lincs LN4 1AB

12 AJH STAMPS
Dunkenhalgh Hotel and 
Spa, Clayton-le-Moors, 
Lancs BB5 5JP

13/15 GERT MÜLLER
Carl-Zeiss-Strasse 2, 
76275 Ettlingen, Germany

20 AB PHILEA
Svartensgatan 6, 
Stockholm, Sweden

26 BRIAN REEVE
2 College Fields, Prince 
Georges Road, London 
SW19 2PT

26 VANCE
PO Box 267, Smithville, 
Ontario, Canada L0R 2A0

29 SOUTH WEST
Rydon Building, Toby 
Carvery, Rydon Lane, 
Exeter EX2 7HL

SEPTEMBER

2 WARWICK & WARWICK
Court House, Jury Street, 
Warwick CV34 4EW

4/5 SCHWARZENBACH 
Merkurstrasse 64, 8032 
Zürich 7, Switzerland

5 WORTHING
Forest Road, Worthing 
BN14 9HS

5/6 BURDA
Dejvická 306/9, Praha 6, 
160 00, Czech Republic

6 TONY LESTER
Holiday Inn Coventry 
M6 J2, Hinckley Road, 
Coventry CV2 2HP

8/12 CORINPHILA 
SWITZERLAND
Wiesenstraße 8, 8032 
Zürich, Switzerland

9 AJH STAMPS
Dunkenhalgh Hotel and 
Spa, Clayton-le-Moors, 
Lancs BB5 5JP

9 CAVENDISH
Cavendish House, 153–57 
London Road, Derby DE1 
2SY

12 CHESHIRE STAMP AUCTIONS
Cottons Hotel and 
Spa, Manchester Road, 
Knutsford, Cheshire 
WA16 0SU

12 MOWBRAY
West Plaza Hotel, 
Wellington, New Zealand

17/18 RÖLLI 
Buzibachring 4a, CH-6023, 
Rothenburg, Lucerne, 
Switzerland

22 GROSVENOR
399–401 Strand, London 
WC2R 0LT

24 HARMERS OF LONDON 
Westbury Mayfair Hotel, 
37 Conduit Street, Mayfair, 
London W1S 2YF

24/26 CORINPHILA 
NETHERLANDS
Mortelmolen 3, 1185 XV 
Amstelveen, Netherlands

25/26 POSTILJONEN
Hans Michelsensgatan 9, 
SE-211 20 Malmö, Sweden

27 AVH
Girl Guide Hut, Grimsdyke 
Road Hatch End, Pinner, 
Middlesex HA5 4SE

OCTOBER

1/3 SPARKS
1770 Woodward Drive, 
Ottawa, Ontario, K2C 
0P8, Canada

3 VACCARI
46 Via Michelangelo 
Buonarroti, 41058 Vignola, 
Modena, Italy

6 UNIVERSAL
4 The Old Coalyard, West 
End, Northleach GL54 
3HE (postal auction)

7 WARWICK & WARWICK
Court House, Jury Street, 
Warwick CV34 4EW

Auction dates have been compiled from information supplied by event organisers. Philatelic Exporter cannot be held 
responsible for any errors, changes or omissions. During the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, please check every
event carefully to confi rm its current status. For inclusion in future listings, please email aboyd@philatelicexporter.com

FORTHCOMING

STANLEY GIBBONS
The Stanley Gibbons Stamps and Postal History 
of the World sale on 29–30 July o� ers an array 
of items.

From the wide range of Australia and 
Australian States on sale, the highlight is a 
1924–37 1d. green upper-right corner block 
of four showing the ‘Imperforate at top’ 

variety; a unique positional piece with only 
12 in existence (lot 19).

Lot 140 is a mint Newfoundland 1919 3c. 
brown overprinted ‘First Trans-Atlantic Air Post 
April 1919’ and initialled ‘JAR’ by the postmaster 
general. A key Newfoundland rarity with just 
200 examples overprinted.

An elusive 1852–57 6d. reddish purple ‘Prince 
Albert’ on very thick soft-wove paper from 
Canada is a beautiful mint stamp, which is 
priced at £48,000 in ‘Part 1’ (lot 152).

From the front cover of the 
auction catalogue, lot 619 
is a British Central Africa, 
Nyasaland, 1903–4 £10 grey 
and blue, neatly cancelled 
by a ‘PORTHERALD JU 
22/04 B.C.A’ squared 
circle. Another beautiful 
stamp with fresh vibrant 
colours, seldom o� ered in 
used condition.
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AUGUST

20/23 GREAT AMERICAN STAMP SHOW 
Connecticut Convention Center, 
100 Columbus Blvd,  Hartford,  
CT 06103, Connecticut, USA 

stamps.org  
Live event has been cancelled, but 
an online event is being explored.

SEPTEMBER

18/20 PERTH STAMP & COIN SHOW 
Community Centre, South Perth, 
WA 6151, Australia  

perthstampandcoinshow.com.au

29/4 BALKANFILA 2020 
Bucharest, Romania

balkan�la.org

30/3 VIRTUAL STAMPEX 2020 
The Philatelic Traders’ Society, PO 
Box 919, East Grinstead RH19 
9PH 

stampexinternational.co.uk 
Now a virtual event.

OCTOBER

2/4 ÖVEBRIA 2020 
Jahrturnhalle, Jahnturnstrasse 15, 
3100 St Pölten, Austria 

bsvstpoelten.at

9/11 STAMPA 2020 
Gri�th College, South Circular 
Road, Dublin 8 

stampa.ie 
Irish national stamp exhibition.

16/17 SCOTEX 2020 
Dewars Centre, Glover Street, 
Perth PH2 0TH 

pta.org.uk 
Chad Neighbor (01674 832823)

23/25 LATINPHIL 2020 
Piana delle Orme Museum, Strada 
Migliara 43 1/2, Latina, 04100 Italy

23/25 NOJEX-ASDA POSTAGE STAMP EXPO 
Hilton Meadowlands, 2 
Meadowlands Plaza, East 
Rutherford, NJ 07073, USA 

asda@americanstampdealer.com

NOVEMBER

5/10 INDONESIA 2020 
Jakarta, Indonesia 

indonesia2020.com

13/14 STAFFORD STAMP SHOW 
County Showground, Weston 
Road, Sta�ord ST18 0BD 

jrs-stamp-shows.co.uk 
JRS Fairs (01785 25950)

DECEMBER

4/6 NORDIA 2020 
Malmömässan, Mässgatan 6,  
215 32 Malmö, Sweden 

nordia2020.se 
Organised by a number of philatelic 
clubs together with all the Nordic 
Philatelic Associations.

2021 JANUARY

20/23 YORK STAMP AND COIN FAIR 
 York Racecourse, Knavesmire 
Road, York, YO23 1EX 

stampshows.net 
95 stamp and postal history 
dealers and 60-plus coin, banknote 
and medal dealers.

2021 FEBRUARY

5/6 LIVERPOOL STAMP FAIR 
Liner Hotel, Lord Nelson Street, 
Liverpool L3 5QB 

terryhuntsc@yahoo.com

2021 MARCH

12/14 NORDIA 2021 
Musiikkikeskus, Kuopionlahdenkatu 
23, Kuopio, 70100 Finland

For increased publicity, please contact  
advertising@philatelicexporter.com  
or telephone 01425 481055. 

2021 MAY

6/9 IBRA 2021 
Stamp Fair Messe Essen, 
Norbertstrasse, 45131 Essen, 
North Rhine-Westphalia,  
Germany 

ibra2021.de

7/8 SPRING SOUTH OF ENGLAND 
POSTCARD FAIR 
Leisure Centre, King�eld Road, 
Woking, Surrey GU22 9BA 

postcard.co.uk/woking.php 
PTA (01929 463428)

2021 JUNE

4/8 TAIPEI 2021 
Taipei World Trade Center,  
Taipei City, Taiwan 

taipei2020.post.gov.tw

2021 AUGUST

25/30 PHILANIPPON 2021 
Yokohama Exhibition Hall,  
1-1-1 Minato Mirai, Yokohama, 
Nishi-ku 220-0012, Japan 

japan2021.jp

2021 SEPTEMBER

17/18 AUTUMN SOUTH OF ENGLAND 
POSTCARD FAIR 
Leisure Centre, King�eld Road, 
Woking, Surrey GU22 9BA 

postcard.co.uk/woking.php 
PTA (01929 463428)

24/26 ÖVEBRIA 2021 
Jahnturnhalle, Jahnstraße 15, St, 
Pölten, 3100, Austria

2021 OCTOBER

15/16 SALISBURY STAMP AND 
POSTCARD SHOW 
Five Rivers Leisure Centre,  
Hulse Road, Salisbury SP1 3NR 

machins.org

2021 NOVEMBER

9/13 CAPE TOWN 2021 
Cape Town International 
Convention Centre, Convention 
Square, 1 Lower Long Street,  
Cape Town, South Africa 

capetown2021.org

19/22 NOTOS 2021 
Peristeri Exhibition Centre, 
Athens, Greece 

hps.gr/notos2021

2022 FEBRUARY

19/26 LONDON 2022 
Business Design Centre,  
52 Upper Street, Islington,  
London N1 0QH 

london2020.co 
New website being launched soon. 

2022 MARCH

31/3 HUNFILEX 2022 
Budapest, Fővám tér 11–12, 
Budapest, 1093 Hungary

2022 SEPTEMBER

8/11 MELBOURNE 2022 
Caul�eld Racecourse,  
Station Street, Caul�eld East, 
Victoria 3145, Australia 

melbourne2021.com.au 
Over 1000 frames expected, along 
with a large number of Australian 
and international stamp and coin 
dealers.

2026 MAY

23/30 BOSTON 2026 WORLD EXPO 
Boston Convention and Exposition 
Center, 415 Summer Street, 
Boston, MA 02210, USA 

boston2026.org

During the current coronavirus crisis, before travelling, readers are strongly advised to confirm with organisers that 
events are still being held. Please email aboyd@philatelicexporter.com with details of future events.i
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GLEN STEPHENS
 

PO Box 4007, Castlecrag, NSW, 2068,  Australia.  - Phone (02) 9958 1333 - 
e-mail me: glen@glenstephens.com  - www.glenstephens.com/rarity.html

 Life Member: American Stamp Dealers Association (New York.) Philatelic Trader’s Society. (London.)  

Glen Stephens Rarity Offers 
For 20 years, my ’Stamp Rarity Page’ has been a “must visit” place for many collectors and dealers, globally - tinyurl.com/GlenRare   Large clear photos, 
and lots of detail, and FIXED NETT PRICES.  “Philatelic Porn” as one client jokingly described it as!   No 20% “Buyer Fees” to add on top etc.  All credit 
cards accepted - even Amex, and with NO insulting extra fees to you either!
Each month I’ll add here, a couple of items from that page, for the possible interest of readers.  Choice material, and special collection offers etc, from all 
over the globe.  Material on that page often sells FAST - within hours of being listed up, and it changes often - weekly mostly, so do bookmark this page, 
and check often - tinyurl.com/GlenRare

Order via: tinyurl.com/GlenOrder   All Cards accepted with ZERO fee - even Amex!  Bank Deposit fine, or Money Orders.
PayPal is accepted in ANY major currency, saving you fees -  contact me first.  LayBys/Layaways always OK with me!

Switzerland 1951 *LUNABA* Miniature Sheet:  
Superb condition VFU, with no hinge remains or gook or gunk after 80 years.   
What a gem - superb fresh VFU - been in the UK near all its life.  These sheets 
had only 121,000 printed, and PO cost was high - 3 Francs EACH, or 7.5 times 
face.  Even so, a LARGE number of them have been cut up over the past 68 
years.  Why?  As Michel and Zumstein catalogues both list and price the central 
single as an IMPERF, mint and used ... and album pages make allowance 
for those chopped up sheets!   So heaps of sheets got cut up, to create that 
catalogue listed item, and to fill spaces in album pages.  SG MS 531A, £275 = 
$A550.  Superb crisp cds “LUCERNE 15/10/51”.  (One of the few scarcer Swiss 
Sheets, where used is lower priced than mint!)  Bought well to sell cheap, at 
about $US135 - $A195 (Stock 754LQ)

France 1868 5 Franc Napoleon, SG cat 
£1,300=$A2,700 for just $A270!:  
This super high value is missing from EVERY collection.  They ALL have 
faults pretty much, as they were used on heavy parcels overseas.  Often 
with bad creasing and thins and bad foxing and pinholes - this is totally 
free of all those and has a small closed tear at top.  Over 150 years old now!  
Lovely neat dotted star “26” cancel.  This stamp comes in several shades.  SG 
list the cheapest “Lilac” as SG 131, at £1,300=$A2,700.  Yvert have this one 
the 5f Grey Blue at 20% higher than cheaper shade.  Bought well in a large 
estate, so out it goes for $US185 or 10% of the cheapest SG cat shade at just 
$US185, or $A270 (Stock 327RJ)

QANTAS 1st flight Sydney to Vancouver, 
1954 x 8 Diff First Flight covers:  
ALL of these most usually bear the special QANTAS 
vignette - Frommer 99a, Eustis 1345a, cat $60 each OFF cover = 
$A600. Some are pilot signed Jackson/Shields who captained various 
legs of the lumbering “Connie.”  Flights covers with no labels are Eustis 
$50 apiece, so a lovely bunch.  66 years old now, and the odd very minor 
blemish due to age, but VERY seldom offered even singly, and most 
unusually, all having the special QANTAS VIGNETTES.  The limited flying 
range of the Connies, took the route via Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Canton 
Island, Fiji, Honolulu, and even San Francisco, and ALL are back-stamped.  
More pix here - tinyurl.com/Qantas54  A steal at $A225, or to an 
American, just $US155!  $A225 (Stock 793BM)
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Tel: +44 (0)1425 481055 
Email: advertising@philatelicexporter.comCLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

NETHERLANDS and Colonies.
Paying up to 100% for mnh pre-1900, 30% for mnh  

pre-1940. First issues specialized, covers,  
collections, etc – please offer. 

Smits Philately,  
Grote Wade 23 A/B  

NL-3439NX Nieuwegein 
The Netherlands 

Tel: +31 30 2443170. Fax: +31 30 2892620. 
Internet: www.filatelie.net

WANTED

G.B. WANTED 1840 to date. 
Ask for Current Buying List also Errors & Varieties. 
Rushstamps, P. O. Box One, Lyndhurst, Hampshire SO43 7PP. 

Tel: (023) 8028 2044, FAX: (023) 8028 2981, 
Email: enquiries@rushstamps.co.uk�

FOR SALE

HUNGARY WANTED: 
we buy stamps, collections, better singles, 

errors, postal history, vintage postcards, coins 
and banknotes. We buy Hungary postage after 

1990 and pay 75% face.  
Darabanth Co.,  

1244 Budapest, Postafiok 979, Hungary.  
Tel: 00-36-1-317-47-57   

www.darabanth.hu, info@darabanth.hu

Dealer? NEW TO UPA?
£100 OFF When you Spend £200+

Contact:
Universal Philatelic Auctions (PE100)

4 The Old Coalyard
West End, Northleach

Glos GL54 3HE England
T: 01451 861111     F: 01451 861297

   info@upastampauctions.co.uk
   www.upastampauctions.co.uk

AUCTIONS

KILOWARE

POSTCARDS

USA

WEBSITES

WE SELL COLLECTIONS
ALL WORLD AT  

LOW TRADE PRICES 

www.filatelie.net

ROB ROY ALBUMS
Website www.robroyalbums.co.uk

Telephone 01474 853265
Email robroyalbums@btinternet.com

We specialise in supplying cigarette card, 
Postcards and Ephemera collectors with an 

extensive range of quality accessories

TRADE SUPPLIES AVAILABLE TO 
ORDER ONLINE - LOW ORDER VALUE 

Includes popular products such as: protectors, 
glassine bags, stockpages, stockcards.

Plus details of our custom made products.

PRINZ PUBLICATIONS UK LTD
UNIT 3A HAYLE INDUSTRIAL PARK, HAYLE, 

CORNWALL, TR27 5JR  info@prinz.co.uk
WWW.PRINZTRADESALES.CO.UK

Supplier to the Trade of on and off paper mixtures 
(kiloware) for over 40 years!! Price list free on 
request. Guaranteed full refund if not satisfied.
Offers On paper: GB Commems no xmas £30 / kg, 
Channels Islands £40 / kg, Guernsey Commems £55 / 
kg, World Charity £30 / kg, USA Commems No Xmas 
£50 / kg, Botswana £85 / kg, Australia Commems  
£40/kg....plus many more, please enquire.
Off paper: World £35 / kg, Commonwealth £59 / kg, 
West Europe £55 / kg. Smaller quantities may be 
purchased

Wanted
Any on or off paper stamp mixtures for cash

 or exchange!

Meridian Stamp Co Ltd
9 Quarry Court, Pitstone Green Business Park, 

Pitstone, Bucks LU7 9GW, U.K.
Tel. 01296 668758. E-Mail meridianstamps@aol.com

JAPAN WANTED

British & Overseas Philatelic Agency
P.O.Box 80 Shibuya

Tokyo 150-8691 Japan
www.bopa.jp

Email: tkiobopa@tky2.3web.ne.jp

We buy stamps, collections, better  
signles, errors, postal history,  

cancellations.
We buy Japanese postage above 50yen 

paying 75% face.

POSTAGE WANTED

THE GUERNSEY STAMP CO. LTD.
P. O. BOX 107, off Havelet, St Peter Port, GUERNSEY, GY1 4DE CHANNEL ISLANDS.

Tel: 01481 721314 01
6D

02
09

JERSEY Higher Values Only (24p and above)
Paying Face Value less 65%

SELLING JERSEY TO CLEAR
Mixed low Values up to 13p, £500 lots at £100

Higher Values (24p and above)
Paying Face Value Less 75%
1-23p Paying Face Value Less 85%

GUERNSEY/ALDERNEY

UNITED STATES
WE BUY, SELL & TRADE FOR THE US & 

UN MINT, USED & DOCUMENTS
Bick Int’l – PO Box 854, Van Nuy, CA 91408, USA

1+818-997-6496 • iibick@sbcglobal.net

CLASSIFIED AD 
SALES

To advertise here next month

Call: +44 (0) 01425 481057
or email: advertising 

@stanleygibbons.com

Stanley Gibbons Limited
7 Parkside, Christchurch Road,  

Ringwood, Hampshire, BH24 3SH 
+44 (0)1425 472 363

www.stanleygibbons.com

GB WANTED

ARUN STAMPS
P.O.BOX 15, 

FAKENHAM, NORFOLK, NR21 OEU

 Telephone 01328 829318
Email info@arunstamps.co.uk 

George V Controls & better singles

QEII Wildings singles, Cylinder Blocks, 
Booklet Panes & Coils

QEII Commemorative Errors & Varieties

Machin Errors & Varieties
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E V E R Y T H I N G 
F O R  T H E 
S TA M P 
C O L L E C TO R
• BINDERS

• CATALOGUES 
• ACCESSORIES 

• STOCKBOOKS 

• MOUNTS &   
 HINGES 
• GIBBONS  
 STAMP  
 MONTHLY

STANLEY GIBBONS   
399 Strand  | London  |  WC2R 0LX

www.stanleygibbons.com
@StanleyGibbons /StanleyGibbonsGroup @StanleyGibbons 

For trade enquiries, contact Kerry Finney on 01425 472 363

Index of Advertisers
July 2020

AJH Stamps Ltd 13

BB Stamps Ltd 2

Beckett Philatelics Ltd 24, 25

Brian Reeve Stamp Auctions 40

Glen Stephens 43

John Curtin Limited 15

MacDonnell Whyte Ltd 7

Mayfair Philatelic Auctions 47

Philatelink Ltd 19

Stamp Insurance Services 7

Stanley Gibbons 40, 45

Universal Philatelic Auctions 48

Please note, we can not be held responsible for the quality 
or performance of goods and/or services advertised in this 
publication. The Advertising Standards Authority (ASA) 
exist to regulate the contents of advertisements and they 
can be reached on 020 7492 2222.

Classified Advertisement  
Order Form

Attach your ad and post to:
Advertisement Sales Department,  
Stanley Gibbons Ltd., 7 Parkside,  

Christchurch Road, Ringwood,  
Hampshire. BH24 3SH.

advertising@philatelicexporter.com 
01425 481055

I wish my advertisement to be placed under 
the following heading

........................................................................
(PE will place your advertisement under the requested 
heading or the closest equivalent)

Please tick which issues you wish to 
advertise in:
 January
 February
 March
 April
 May
 June

 July
 August
 September
 October
 November
 December

 2 cm - £18.00
 3 cm - £27.00
 4 cm - £36.00

 5 cm - £45.00
 6 cm - £54.00

Please tick which size advert you wish to 
purchase:

*Please note, prices do not include VAT. Please add +20% 
onto your payment.
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Philatelic Exporter46 July 2020

Regular Feature: Back Stampix

Graham Phillips reports on what was 
pictured in Philatelic Exporter in...

JULY 2009

SUBSCRIPTIONS FORM

Call the Hotline now +44 (0)1425 472363 
or simply post the reply form

Send to: Philatelic Exporter, Stanley Gibbons Limited, 7 Parkside,  
Christchurch Road, Ringwood, Hampshire, BH24 3SH, England

E-mail: subscriptions@philatelicexporter.com

Philatelic Exporter is strictly trade only and your company 
details will be checked by our sales team.

United Kingdom
 1 year ...............................£35

Europe (inc Eire), Air Mail
 1 year ...............................£40

Worldwide, Air Mail
 1 year ...............................£50

 New Subscription
 Renewal

Please send my copies to:
Name ..............................................................................................
Company .........................................................................................
Address ...........................................................................................
  ...........................................................................................
  ...........................................................................................
  .................................. Zip/Postcode ......................................
Country ............................................................................................
Telephone ........................................................................................
e-mail ..............................................................................................
Fax ..................................................................................................
Company Registration Number ............................................................
Professional bodies affiliated to ............................................................

Payment in £ Sterling
I wish to pay by  
 cheque/postal order (must be payable to: Stanley Gibbons)
 credit card

Instruction to your credit card company to accept charges against 
your debit/credit/switch card

Name of Account Holder

.......................................................................................................
Debit/Credit/Maestro card number

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
Card starting date ■■/■■ Card expiry date ■■/■■
Card issue no (Maestro) ■■ CVC Number ■■■■

Signature ................................................  Date ................................

Start with issue dated ...............................................................................

The Croatian postal authority accused its Italian counterpart of 
‘inappropriate conduct’ concerning the issue of this stamp from 
10 December 2007. The caption ‘Fiume – terra orientale già Italiane’ 
(Rijeka – former eastern territory of Italy) incensed the Croatians 
because ‘The city of Rijeka is part 
of the Croatian territory so the 
caption is extremely o ensive to 
the Croatian people, as well as 
being historically inaccurate.’

Japan’s � rst hologram stamps 
were issued on 30 June 2009 
in this souvenir sheet marking 
International Polar Year.

Glen Stephens reported that Zimbabwe issued the 
highest denomination banknote in the history of the 
world as Zimbabwe’s in� ation rate reached 231 million 
per cent in July 2008; the last annual rate published by 
its government statistics o�  ce. This 100 trillion dollar 
banknote was issued in early 2009.

As if Royal Mail hadn’t enough to worry about 
what with threatened strikes, a massive pension 

fund de� cit and looming privatisation – now it had 
the Keep Britain Tidy people on its back. It was those 
red rubber bands that the posties discard on the 
pavements and porches across the land that was 
causing KBT to get so uptight. The bands are used to 
hold together batches of mail, and were changed to 
the colour red � ve years ago so errant ones could 

be more easily spotted.
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A MESSAGE TO EXPERIENCED DEALERS

Thank you for reading. If you have higher value material and would like to try selling 
profi tably through UPA’s quarterly auctions, please contact Andrew to discuss. 

To our mutual success, sincerely,

A
Andrew McGavin, Managing Director 

Universal Philatelic Auctions
andrew@upastampauctions.co.uk

Offi ce: 01451 861111
4, The Old Coalyard, West End, Northleach, Gloucestershire GL54 3HE 

www.upastampauctions.co.uk – Go to auctions
NB. Absolutely NO lots to be sent to UPA without prior agreement

Tired of Selling at Poor Prices?
– Work ‘Smarter’: Sell through UPA
Do You have More Stock than You can Sell, and Too Few 
Clients? An Opportunity Exists for Experienced Dealers…

As we’re all getting older, we need to 
fi nd NEW ways to stop duplicating 
work, make our knowledge, our 
experience and stock work harder 
and ‘smarter’ for us.

If you send stamps to auction, you’ll know 
the problem – they don’t sell them! And 
when they do, at other times they ‘give’ 
them away by poor description and paucity 
of clients and then they congratulate 
themselves by publishing the results. So, 
you end up paying an auction to sell your 
stamps to other dealers, or to sell them 
to collectors at dealer prices, a modus 
operandi hardly likely to be a profi table 
proposition for you... 

Let’s face it, the best person to describe 
your stamps is the person that cares most 
about them – and that person is you! 
So here’s the proposition – you describe 
them, UPA will carefully monitor your 
descriptions against condition of stamps 
(and level of returns), and present your stamps to more 
genuine qualifi ed collectors, that are prepared to pay 
an appropriate price, than you can reach outside of 
any other philatelic postal auction (and that includes 
promiscuous ‘bargain-seekers’ on-line).

Naturally we can only offer this service to reputable, 
knowledgeable, experienced dealers who know how 
to describe stamps properly. Obviously you will have a 

minimum estimate value per lot, and we 
may ‘tier’ our commission fee according to 
the value of the lots sold… BUT, if you 
wish to take advantage of 2,002 different 
bidders in UPA’s last auction (Nr.73) from 
47 different countries (95% collectors), 
catalogues which are printed and mailed 
to 6,400 different collectors all over the 
world at a cost of £50,000+ each auction, 
and viewed by thousands more collectors 
on-line, £150,000+ per annum marketing 
‘spend’, 5,000+ high-res quality colour 
corrected images in each catalogue 

and more on-line… you will need to be 
computer-literate, because after we agree 
commission on a no sale no charge basis, 
we’ll give you unique stock numbers which 
track your lots through each auction, and 
a stock input program so that you can get 
started describing and making the most of 
your surplus stock…

It goes without saying, there’s a little 
more to discuss, you’ll want to know what 

percentage of lots sells 1st time (33% to 50%) and 2nd 
time offered (30% to 35%) etc… and agree commission 
rates which won’t be that low for the premium service/
access to real collectors that UPA provides, but will be 
lower for the simple reason that you’re describing your 
lots, which we’re carefully vetting… because I’m not 
prepared to let our 1% returns level be exceeded, which 
ultimately benefi ts us all.

experience and stock work harder 

If you send stamps to auction, you’ll know 
the problem – they don’t sell them! And 
when they do, at other times they ‘give’ 
them away by poor description and paucity 
of clients and then they congratulate 
themselves by publishing the results. So, 
you end up paying an auction to sell your 
stamps to other dealers, or to sell them 
to collectors at dealer prices, a modus 
operandi hardly likely to be a profi table 

minimum estimate value per lot, and we 
may ‘tier’ our commission fee according to 
the value of the lots sold… 
wish to take advantage of 2,002 different 
bidders in UPA’s last auction (Nr.73) from 
47 different countries (95% collectors), 
catalogues which are printed and mailed 
to 6,400 different collectors all over the 
world at a cost of £50,000+ each auction, 
and viewed by thousands more collectors 
on-line, £150,000+ per annum marketing 
‘spend’, 5,000+ high-res quality colour 
corrected images in each catalogue 

and more on-line… you will need to be 
computer-literate, because after we agree 
commission on a no sale no charge basis, 

Your stamps presented to 
10,000+ collectors in 50+ 
countries in UPA’s 20,000+ 
lot quarterly auctions with 
NO buyer’s premiums and 
NO hidden extras, 95% lots 
shipped ‘Loyalty Post-Free’ 
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